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WHAT WE OWE TO OUR PREDECESSORS 
By Stacy Stephens, President, Governing Board 
 

The budget process is beginning for our next school year.  Many, many dollars 

are in question as the feds, the state and the District make tough choices for their 

budgets.  The governing board is examining impacts that currently range from 

large increases in health plan costs to reductions in per pupil revenue from the 

state to slashed capital construction funds.  So much is in flux that PRA cannot 

influence beyond our in-house fund raising.   
 

Nevertheless, the governing board would like to pause at this time to express one 

big thank you.  That thank you is heartily addressed to PRA‟s super business 

manager, Ms. Jackie Cote, and to each of PRA‟s previous governing boards!  Ms. 

Cote (a veteran of 8 years with PRA) and the succession of boards that have 

served PRA provided excellent fiscal management.  If you stop to remember, this 

has been no small feat.  After first starting up a sound, operating elementary 

school, they accomplished the feat of financing and constructing a brand new 

building and have since adhered to conservative practices that have put PRA in an 

advantageous position to weather the current crisis.   
 

The year ahead will entail budget adjustments and probably cuts.  The current 

board will have to make tough decisions and you may hear about budget trimming 

in the near future.     No one is sure what the near financial future holds, but the 

choices PRA has to make in the next budget cycle would certainly have to be 

tougher if not for the school‟s current financial position.   
 

If you are interested in providing input on the school‟s long term future, please 

attend a March 12
th
 town hall meeting being scheduled by the governing board.  

At this meeting the results of the Financial Planning Committee‟s research will be 

presented and discussed.  The committee‟s work will ultimately inform the 

governing board‟s decision on replacing the 26 students, currently in 6
th
 grade, 

when they graduate in 2011.  Look for more information on this meeting or 

contact the governing board with questions at board@platteriveracademy.com.   

 
 

PRA Satisfaction Survey Launches Friday, February 20 
SAC Chair Underscores Value of Parent Input; Points to program 

enhancements initiated by past survey response 
By Janelle Jones, Vice-Chair, School Advisory Council 

 

Core Knowledge Curriculum …Middle School Specials and Electives… 

Dedicated Faculty and Staff …World Language Study… Ability Grouping… 

Homework…PTO Services and Fundraisers… Governing Board…School 

Environment…Safety… 
 

What‟s your family‟s educational hot button?  Notice something that needs a 

tweak?  Have positive, useful feedback to offer your child‟s teacher(s)?  Perhaps, 

you have an idea for PTO or the SAC? 
 

Cont‟d on pg. 2 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine Clothing Fund    
 

Our „gently used‟ uniform sale at 

last week‟s parent/ teacher 

conference was a great success.  If 

you missed the sale, you can 

contact me to find the clothing 

you need for your PRA student.   

Parents are always encouraged to 

drop off gently, (please NO 

FADED, STAINED, or RIPPED) 

used uniforms to the office.  

When the need to purchase 

uniforms arises, please keep the 

Sunshine Fund in mind as the 

money spent goes into the 

school‟s PTO fund.  Please feel 

free to call with questions and 

make arrangements to purchase 

quality clothing at a substantial 

savings!   

If you are interested in taking 

over this program for the 2009-

2010 school year, please contact 

chairperson, Diane 

Arensdorf/Kroneberger at 303-

471-8869 or email 

dkroneberger@gmail.com.  
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February Crossing Guard 

Needs: 
 

AM shifts: One for 2/26  
 

PM shifts: One for 2/27. 
 

 

Please call or email Rochelle @  
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com  

ASAP if you are able to help 

out and fill any of these 

vacancies. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

Our Spring Book Fair is 

scheduled for April 13-16. 

Many volunteers are needed.  

Look for more information to 

follow in the coming weeks. 
 

 

  

 

 
If you would like a donation 

receipt from PTO for 

participating in the Hot Lunch 

Program for 2008, please email 

gallegoskathy@hotmail.com  to 

make your request. Please 

include your family’s carpool 

number with your request. 
 

Mrs. Gallegos will return your 

receipts via email.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are collecting Campbell’s 

Soup labels again. Please 

include them along with your 

BoxTops when ‘clipping’ for 

PRA. 

 
 

 
 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

2008 Tax 

Deduction 

 

 

              Cont‟d from pg. 1

          

Since the Platte River Academy founders had little more than a glint in their eye 

for establishing our Core Knowledge Charter, one key ingredient to our success 

as a school community has been, and remains, active parental involvement and 

feedback.   
 

Accordingly, as a means of gaining parent advice and insights for the sake of 

maintaining our PRA Edge, the School Advisory Committee (SAC) will launch 

the 2008-09 School Satisfaction Survey tomorrow, Friday, February 20, 

2009.  The online survey will remain open until close of business on March 1, 

2009.                                       
 

“We cannot overemphasize the importance of parent input gained from the 

Satisfaction Survey process,” said SAC Chair Ken Nollsch, acknowledging, 

“Information gained from Satisfaction Surveys over the last few years initiated 

improvements to the middle school specials, electives and world languages 

programs as well as paving the way for uniform math instruction time for PRA 

kindergarteners.” 
 

“Based on feedback from last year‟s Satisfaction Survey and information from 

our fall student survey, we have revisited how complaints of and consequences 

for bullying are being handled. Also, student education regarding bullying has 

been under review by Dr. Stueven and Mr. Barber. Communication to our 

students regarding bullying has also been stepped up,” said Nollsch.  SAC is 

currently in the planning stages of a Core Knowledge Seminar to be held later 

this spring to teach parents more about the very basis of our charter.   “The basis 

for hosting the seminar came from last year‟s survey,” Nollsch said. 
 

To take the survey, parents will receive an E-nouncements from Mr. Barber 

late on Thursday, February 19, with a link to the survey. This URL address 

will have instructions regarding how to take the Satisfaction Survey.   
 

Parents are to complete one Operations Survey and one Academic Survey per 

each PRA student in your family.  After taking the survey, respondents will have 

an opportunity to complete and direct useful comments via designated suggestion 

boxes to various PRA leadership, staff and faculty.  As always, the survey 

responses are anonymous, however respondents are encouraged to give contact 

information suggestion box commentary follow-up. If you have any problems 

with taking the survey please email: Survey2009@platteriveracademy.com. 
 

 

Congratulations to 8th grader Lia Cady for winning the District 

Spelling Bee.  She will now represent PRA at the State level spelling bee 

on March 14. 
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Spring for PRA - Silent Auction 
Become a Business Sponsor or Donate an Item 
 

Business Sponsorships   Sponsor a table or get an ad in the Silent Auction 

program. 
 

Table Sponsor:  Business Ad (copy ready) 
$200.00 ς Seats 10 per table $100.00 Full Page 
with full page ad $ 75.00 Half Page 
 $ 50.00 Quarter Page 
 $ 25.00 Business Card 
 

Donations PLEASE HELP US:  We are looking for items or services to 

auction.  No item is too small!  Personal craft items will be accepted in 
addition to getaways or other treasures. 
 

To place an ad or donate an item or service, please contact: Jenny 
Nicholson: 

nicholson_jenny@yahoo.com 
Please make check payable to PRA-PTO and mail to: 

Platte River Academy 
Attn: Heidy Tomic, Office Manager 
4085 Lark Sparrow Street 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 

ϝtƭŀǘǘŜ wƛǾŜǊ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ όάtw!έύ ƛǎ ŀ рлмόŎύόоύ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

Family Dedication Page Information 
 

Do you want to honor that special student or send a thank you to a 
teacher?  Please purchase a dedication page in the Silent Auction program. 
 

$ 30.00 Full Page 
$ 20.00 Half Page 
$ 10.00 Quarter Page 
$   5.00 Eighth page 

 

To place a dedication ad, please email Janeen Galligan (janeen@mac.com) 
with your dedication and any graphic design or pictures. 
 

To pay for a dedication, please make check payable to PRA ς PTO along 
with email address in memo section, and mail to: 

Platte River Academy 
Attn: Heidy Tomic, Office Manager 
4085 Lark Sparrow Street 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 

ϝtƭŀǘǘŜ wƛǾŜǊ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ όάtw!έύ ƛǎ ŀ рлмόŎύόоύ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamba Juice Supports 

Platte River Academy 
 

Jamba Juice will be taking 

orders for 8 or 16 ounce 

smoothies ð choose from either 

Strawberry Whirl or Peach 

Perfection. 
 

All money (CASH ONLY) must 

be turned in to your Homeroom 

teacher, by February 23rd. 

Smoothies will be delivered on 

February 26th, during each 

lunch period. 
 

Smoothie costs: 

$2 for 8oz. 

$3 for 16oz. 
 

20% of all proceeds will go into 

the 6th grade Outdoor 

Education Fund. 
 

For more information contact: 

Deb Montelli @ 303-807-5741 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Middle School Dance will 

be on February 20 in the PRA 

Gym from 7-9:30pm. The theme 

of this dance is “Mardi Gras.” 

Admission to the dance is two 

cans of food, which will be 

collected and donated to Food 

Bank of the Rockies.  All 7
th
 and 

8
th
 grade students are welcome to 

join what we know will be a fun-

filled event! If you have any 

questions, please email Mrs. 

Tompkins, 8
th
 grade homeroom 

teacher at 
ktompkins@platteriveracademy.com  
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February/March Calendar of Events  
 

September/October Calendar of Events  Friday, February 20  

 7pm- 9:30pm MS Dance/Gym  

Thursday, March 5  

 6pm SAC Meeting  

Sunday, March 8  

 Daylight Savings Time begins set clocks 

ahead one hour  

Monday, March 9  

 6:30 PTO Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 12  

 7pm Board Meeting  

 Hot Lunch Ordering Period Begins  

Tuesday, March 17  

 PAYMENT DUE for Hot Lunch Order  

Thursday, March 19  

 DRESS OF CHOICE DAY  

 Report Cards go home  

Friday, March 20 -  March 27  

 Spring Break  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bake Sale Tomorrow 

Remember your Quarters! 

 
 

 

February 2009  

No Staff Birthdays 

in February 

March 2009  

Staff Birthdays 
 

2-Marilyn Nelson (3rd) 

3-Angela Hunt (6th) 

4- Cindy Stubbs (2nd Aide) 

13- Diane DePinto 

(Spanish) 

15 ð Mike Willsea (Science) 

20 ð Michelle Enos  

(1st Aide) 

20 ð Kathy Johnson 

(Lunch) 


