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Planning for the Future
By Mike Rourke, Vice President, PRA Governing Board

Back in October of 2008, the Governing Board set in motion a process to
determine what means could be used to replace the revenue of the current 6"
grade “triple-play” class as they graduate from PRA in 2011. A committee was
sanctioned to study the options and to investigate the financial and educational
effects of such options. Out of six options studied, two were identified as the
most feasible.

Optionl: To add an additional class of 26 students at the first grade level in
school year 2011-2012, creating three classes of 26. This option was
implemented previously with the current 6™ grade class. Although there were
some initial issues, this group of students has excelled academically and bonded
extremely well. They are an amazing group of kids.

Option 2: To suspend the full day Kindergarten for one year in school year 2010-
2011, and institute four half day kindergarten classes of 18 students each. An
additional 6 students would be added as they entered first grade bringing them up
to 3 classes of 26 students. This option would have allowed more students to
begin PRA at the K level, but would not give parents the option of a full-day K
program for that one year.

After months of study, soliciting input and opinions, querying teachers and staff,
and holding an open forum on the issue, a conclusion was reached that the full-
day kindergarten was a valuable piece of PRA that most did not wish to see set
aside. Therefore, at last weeks’ governing board meeting, the committee
presented a recommendation to the Governing Board that Option 1 is adopted and
the steps necessary for implementation is put in place. The governing board
agreed with the recommendation and unanimously voted to approve the
committee’s recommendation. The board feels strongly that the correct decision
was reached.

The committee and the governing board felt it of vital importance to solicit all
possible input. We received a great deal of insightful commentary from a wide
cross-section of parents and teachers. The teachers’ input was key to the
decision. We didn’t feel that we could move forward without having the support
of the very people who will be on the front lines of the issue.

The governing board would like to gratefully acknowledge the hard work of the
financial planning committee on this issue — Melissa Erjavec, Rebecca Duque,
Shannon Wehr, Angela and Gary Bond, Barry Weiss, Jose Meza, Gina Grey,
Meaghan Burke, and Bob Barber. The board would also like to thank the parents,
teachers and staff of PRA who took the time and effort to make their thoughts
known on this issue. As | often say, PRA is a representative democracy at its
most basic form. In this instance, we feel that democracy worked due to the
efforts of the entire PRA community.
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Attendance Line:
303-243-5210

Please remember that the
DRESS OF CHOICE Day
that was originally scheduled
for April 17 was cancelled and
rescheduled to April 7, Spring
Picture Day.

We are in need of an electric
keyboard to borrow for the
remainder of the school year.
Students will be using the
keyboard for a battle of the
bands performance, and it will
be locked in the music room
every day. Please direct all

guestions to Mrs. Kristoffersen:
kkristoffersen@platteriveracademy.com

Thank you for your
support!
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PRA Governing Board Election
Candidates Forum — Wednesday, April 22

Diane Kroneberger tMarc‘{Sh'ulpe
Make sure to come meet the candidates at the Candidate Forum on
Wednesday, April 22 at 7pm in the PRA library. The candidate forum is a
wonderful opportunity to meet the candidates and hear their views on PRA,
on education, and also to find out why they want to serve on the governing
board. The Governing Board sets policy for our school so the members of
the board are very important to PRA’s success.

Ken Whatmore

The Governing Board election will be by paper ballot. Those families with

children in grades K-5 will receive ballots in April 23"s Thursday Folders.

Those families with their youngest or only child in grades 6 -8 will receive
ballots by US Mail, beginning April 23. Completed ballots must be
submitted at school by Wednesday, April 29 at 6pm.

Background information and viewpoints of the candidates can be found at:
http://www.platteriveracademy.com/board_candidates.htm
This website is now active.

CONGRATULATIONS 2009 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD TEAM

Over the weekend, PRA competed in the state tournament for
Science Olympiad. Students competed in 23 events, against 30
schools from across the state. They finished 7™ overall in a very
close competition.

The day was highlighted by a runner up finish for Barath and Luke
in the astronomy event. Other stars of the day were Rachel Bruns
and Colin Young who are the state champions in the Scrambler event.

Team members included:
Rachel Bruns, Carrie Brown, Sadie Edmundson, Raj Ball,
Austin Joseph, Luke Vail, Sam Cahill, David Nelson, Marco Meyer,
Noah Morton, Nick Lawrence, Colin Young, Barath Murali,
Savni Kulkarni, Nadia Brecl, and Max Mills.

You may have heard your
child talk about earning
‘yellow tickets’ for good
behavior over the last few
weeks. Thisis all a part of
our PBS Program (Positive
Behavior Support).

When students are
‘caught’ doing something
good or exhibiting positive
behavior, they receive a
yellow ticket that goes in a
drawing for a variety of fun
prizes.

If you are in the buildin%
on Wednesday, April 297,
you will see a few ‘drawing
winners’ out of dress code.
That is because they have
chosen the extra dress of
choice privilege as their
prize.

Over the next few weeks
there will be another
drawing for even more
rewards. We have seen
great results with this
program and we are excited
to continue it into the next
school year.
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Jamba’s School
Bananananza ‘09

Head over to the Jamba Juice
store at 9315 Dorchester St.
between 4/13 and 4/26 and
mention PRA’s name and 20%
of your purchase will benefit our
school. (no flyer needed)
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Dads, Grandpas, and Uncles! Thank you for making Donuts for Dads a
great event! I am pleased to say we had over 400 people join us for
coffee, juice, donuts, and books!!! We had an amazing turnout and
could not have done it without these special volunteers: Barbara
LaMotte, Sheryn Thomas, Kim Klein, Stephanie Veres, Nicole
Cimbura, Alex Schellhase, Mariana Du Plooy, Shelly Torgerson, Kathy
Johnson, Jackie Kessinger, Susan Robinson, and Andre LaMotte.
Thank youlll

And DADS...If you are looking to return the favor...I am looking for
volunteers to serve the moms for Muffins for Moms on April 28thl!l
-Crystal Lytle PTO hospitality chair

g

Family Fun Hawaiian Luau

On Friday, May 1st, PRA will be having a Family Fun Hawaiian
Luau. This is a no cost, fun event for all PRA families. The PTO Social
Event committee is looking for volunteers to help in two different ways.

First, we are looking for some volunteers to help with the event details.
We need volunteers to assist with planning for food, games and
decorations. If you are interested in volunteering, we will be meeting on

Monday, April 22th at 7pm at the school.

Also, we will be needing volunteers to help on the day of the event with
setting up, assisting during the event and clean up.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Dana Ulrich by email
at dana.ulrich@hotmail.com

Thank you for volunteering.

Take Your Child To
Work Day

Thursday, April 23 is National
“Take Your Child To Work
Day”. Please note that if your
child(ren) go with you to work
on April 23, it may be an
unexcused absence. Your
child’s absence will only

be considered excused if your
place of work has an official
program designated on this
day for children of all its
employees. The reason

for this is that without a
specific program hosted by
your employer, your child
could go to work with you on
any non-school day instead.

For 3" -5" grade families, you
are reminded that on April
23" students will be
attending, by special
invitation, a play at Valor
High School. Your child’s
teacher will need to know
your child’s plan for that day.
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\ Hot Out of the Ovenl!

PRA PTO Inc, Hot Lunch News

Mark your calendars! Online ordering available April 16™ & April 215 with payments
due April 21°" at 9 AM.

A Step 18 Visit http://www.platteriveracademy.com/parentshtm& ¢l i ck on o
Lunches/ Mil k Cardso
A Step 2 3 Order Hot Lunch Items and Milk Cards. Submit & Print Order.
A Step 3 8 Submit payment for Hot Lunch and Milk Cards. Make checks payable to PRA
PTO, Inc.
Reminders: All orders that have not been paid by April 21" by 9AM will be
cancelled. If your child has food allergies please contact vendor directly to check
ingredients. Please DO NOT USE RED PEN WHEN WRITING OUT CHECKS!
Session9Menu - ServedMay4 '" i May28"
Monday Sunnyside % pound Hamburger $3.25
Café Monday | *NEW Beef Taco w/ cheese Hard OR Soft Shell $1.25
Menu Bean & Cheese Burrito $2.50
Baked Potato OR 60z Beef Chili $2.00
Green Salad or Fresh Fruit $1.75
Tuesday Ni c ol o 6|Pizza Slice: Choice of Cheese or Pepperoni $150
Small Side Salad $2.25
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
Wednesday | Chick-Fil-A 8 Piece Chicken Nuggets OR Chick Fil-A Sandwich $2.60
4 Piece Chicken Nuggets OR Fruit Cup $1.85
12 Piece Chicken Nuggets $3.75
Whole Chargilled Chicken Cool Wrap $4.10
1/2 Chargrilled Chicken Cool Wrap $2.50
Side Salad $2.00
Thursday | Noodles & Co | Buttered Noodles OR Caesar Salad $2.75
Large Mac & Cheese $2.25
Small Mac & Cheese OR side order Parmesan Chicken $1.25
Pot Stickers OR Chicken Noodle Soup OR 80z Spaghetti | $3.00
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
Friday Sunnyside Meatloaf w/ potatoes and gravy $3.25
Café Friday |* NEW 6Grilled Cheese Sandwich ONLY or Beef Hotdog | $2.00
Menu *NEW Grilled Cheese Sandwich w/ Sweet Potato Fries $2.75
Green Salad OR Fresh Fruit $1.75
*NEW Side of Sweet Potato Fries $1.25
MILK 20 punch cards this order session $7.00
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S [M |T W |T |F |S Staff Birthdays/April
1 2 3 4 5- gina Gray (25%)

5 |6 |7 |8 |9 |10 |11 5~ Joan Gilmour (Office)

12 (13 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18 22-John Hettleh (Bnglish)

19 (20 |21 |22 |23 |24 |25 24-Gabby vail (eth Alde)

26 |27 |28 |29 |30

April Calendar of Events

Friday, April 17
e 8:30am-11:30am Cherokee Ranch Circle
e 2:15 BUZS Performance/1" grade in
6ym
e CANCELLED DRESS OF CHOICE (was
rescheduled to April 07).
Monday, April 20
e NO SCHOOL TEACHER INSERVICE
DAY
o 8™ grade leaves for Washington, DC
Tuesday, April 21
e HOT LUNCH PAYMENTS DUE
Wednesday, April 22
o 6™ grade leaves for Estes Park
e 7pm Candidate Forum
Thursday, April 23-29
e Governing Board Election

Thursday, April 23

Friday, April 24

Tuesday, April 28

Wednesday, April 29

Thursday, April 30

8:30am-2 pmudBerfly Pavil
grade

10:15am-2: 30pm 6 Beauty
Valor HS/ grades 3-5
4pm 6Meet the
and AM Kindies

4: 30pm O6Meet t

Kindies

a
Teacher

he Teac

6™ grade returns from Estes Park
8™ grade returns from Washington, DC
7:15a -8:15a Muffins with Mom

9:30am-1:30pm Tagawa Nursery/Kindies
9am-1:30pm Sakura Square/ 2™ grade

Midterm grades go home

Bake Sale Tomorrow
Remember your Quarters!




