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ATTENTION PRA 
PARENTS 

 

 PLEASE CHECK THE LOST 
AND FOUND ITEMS IN THE 
FOYER. All ITEMS 
REMAINING AT THE END OF 
SCHOOL ON FRIDAY, MAY 
29 WILL BE GIVEN TO 
CHARITY 

 

  
 
There will be NO After 
School Care starting 
tomorrow, Friday, May 29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing 2008-09 to a Close 
By Dr. Gary Stueven, Principal 

 

ñIs it over yet?ò is often a question asked of teachers this last week. This may be 

a similar refrain that traveling families might hear from the back seat when kids 

ask: ñAre we there yet?ò Have you ever wondered why as a culture we seem to 

focus just as much on what is next, as opposed to, what is now? Yes, we need to 

plan for tomorrow and there are many reasons to look forward to what summer 

may bring, but letôs remember to enjoy the moment as everyone ends another 

year at PRA.   
 

We expect that almost all of the students and families will be returning in August 

except for, of course, the eighth graders.  We wish our ñgraduatesò much success 

as they transition to high school. But for the rest of you, enjoy what summer has 

to offer with fun and relaxation and donôt ask too often, ñIs it over yet?ò School 

days will return soon enough with the smiling faces of our students in a new 

grade for 2009-10.  
 
 

Who or what will be new for 2009-10? 
 

The close of every school year brings with it personnel teaching changes for the 

next year.  Here are some known at this time for 2009-10: 
 

 Mrs. Kristen Tompkins has been called to a higher duty by her family to 

assist in the care of her father. This was a very difficult decision, but 

well understood. A position for a 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade Math teacher has been 

posted.  

 Mrs. Angela Hunt is returning to college to continue her studies for a 

Masterôs Degree. No position needs to be filled as next year will 

continue with two teachers in 6
th
 grade with the two classes coming up 

from the current 5
th
 grade. 

 Mr. John Hettich will be teaching Social Studies (also an area of 

endorsement) next year in 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade. He ñmoves overò from 

having taught Language Arts these past two years.  

 Mrs. Scharlotte Bowles has been hired to teach 7
th
/8

th
 grade Language 

Arts. Mrs. Bowles comes with 6 years of public and private school 

teaching in Florida. Her husband was recently promoted and transferred 

to a regional position in Denver. 

 While both Ms. Meaghan Burke (3-8) and Mrs. Diane DePinto (K-2) 

continue as Spanish teachers, Mrs. DePinto will also teach 3
rd

 grade 

Spanish next year as Ms. Burke has been assigned more teaching time 

with middle school. 
 

In two to three weeks a personnel update will be included in a special summer 

newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 



  
                

 
  

 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the volunteer helpers in the lunchroom this year!  

We could not run the hot lunch program without PRA parents coming 

in each day, and we truly appreciate the hard work and dedication of 

each individual helper.  Thank you to those volunteers that faithfully 

came in regularly, and to those who filled in when they could.  Have a 

wonderful summer and hope to see you again next year! 
 

 Cheryl Tiedgen, Kathy Johnson and Tina Dorsch 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that on the last day 

of school, Friday May 29th, 

your student WILL need a 

SACK lunch brought from 

home.  There will be NO hot 

lunch that day, but each class 

will have a lunchtime before 

their 1:00pm dismissal.  

 

 Please also send in a drink with 

your student(s) on 5/29. We 

have been letting our milk and 

juice supply diminish this week 

and .   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Office Hours: 
 

Effective Monday, June 1 

through Tuesday, June 16
th
, the 

office will be open from 7am-

3pm M-F.  June 17 begins our 

summer vacation, and we re-

open on Wednesday, July 22.  
  

During the five weeks that the 

office is closed, a staff member 

will be in the office on 

Wednesdays from 10am-12 

noon to check voice mail, U. S 

mail and district mail.  
 

If there is an emergency and you 

feel that you need to contact the 

school, please call Mr. Barber at 

303-506-8106 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get outdoors and read! 

Summer Reading Programs for All Ages! 

Register June 1- July 13th your local Douglas County Library 

 Youth Program (ages 0-12) Read to a Moose! 

 Teen Program (ages 10-18) Get Unplugged and Read! 

 Adult Program (ages 18 and up) Outdoor Adventures 

with a book! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Your New 2009-10 PTO Board of Directors 
 

 

This past Tuesday evening thirty-seven (37) ballots were cast to elect the PTOôs 

nine-member board for 2009-10. Those elected were: Eric Bookman, Pam Carter, 

Nicole Cimbura, Susan Klee, Crystal Lytle, Debbie Montelli, Cindy Osoro, 

Shelly Torgerson, and Dana Ulrich.  The first order of business for this new board 

will be to nominate and select from the above nine members the new PTO 

officers for 2009-10 school year. 

 

Many thanks are extended to those who served on the PTO Board last year, to the 

various committee chairs, and to all of the activity volunteers who collectively 

made 2008-09 a very successful and eventful year for PRA. 

 

          
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

       

       

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Class Supply Lists for next 

year can now be found on-line 

at the PRA website.  Go to 

Parents tab then to the link on 

left side of the page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check the PRA website 

for the newly revised Dress 

Code regulations for the 

2009/2010 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a tutor for your 

child over the summer?  You 

can find a list of PRA 

approved tutors who will be 

offering their instructional 

services at the school website 

under the ‘Students’ tab. The 

link is highlighted in yellow.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pennies for Piñatas. 
 

Spanish Students in grades 3
rd

-

5
th
 and Mrs. Waltonôs sixth 

grade collected  

Over 3800 pennies 268 Nickels, 

301 dimes, 159 quarters and 

$10.00 in cash for a grand total 

of $132.91.  
 

The money benefitted the Dumb 

Friends league of Denver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We will be doing the PTO Peach Fundraiser again in August at the very 

beginning of the 2009/2010 school year. We have been in contact with 

Rocky Mtn. Peach Company and we are on track for another year of 

delicious peaches!  Please watch for more information during the 

registration process. If you have any questions, please contact Lanee 

(LaNay) Willardsen at 303-791-8600. 

 

 
Last call for EduKit school supply kits!   Donôt miss out on this easy & 

convenient kit to make your back-to-school the best ever!   No more crowds to 

fight or store hopping.   Last day to return forms along with check payment is 

Friday, May 29
th
 or place your order online at www.edukitinc.com up until June 

6
th
.   For more information feel free to contact Amy Conley @ 720-389-6198 or 

amy.conley@dishnetwork.com.  

 

 

                                                                       

               

 

With all the graduations going on around us, this seems like such a fitting time to 

reflect on the many former PRA students who have gone on to achieve great 

academic success in their given high school.  Platte River Academy has always 

done an exemplary job of academically preparing our students for the rigors of a 

college preparatory high school education and their futures.  Listed below are the 

students who have recently received an Academic Letter from their high school. 
 

Mountain Vista High School – 1
st
 Year Letters 

Andrew DePinto  Garrett Dyrud       Jessica Erjavec 

Megan Halpert   Thomas Johnson      Amber Koneval 

Zachary Smith   Brandon Tomic       Daniel Zezula 

Mountain Vista High School – 2
nd

 Year Letters 

Spencer Godfrey   Daniel Lander                   Zachary Rahm 

Devin Wilson 

Mountain Vista High School – 3
rd

 Year Letters 

Bradley Barenberg  Eric DePinto      Stephen Rodrick 

Gregory Schafer  John Zezula 

Castle View High School-1
st
 Year Letters 

Haley Baker 

The following students have met or exceeded the demanding Cum Laude 

Society standards at Valor Christian High School for the fall of the 2008-09 

academic year: 

Taylor Boyer   Seth Conley     Matthew Maraia 

Caroline Riofredo  Kaitlyn Shriver     Jordan Voth 

 

  

 

http://www.edukitinc.com/
mailto:amy.conley@dishnetwork.com
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May and Summer Calendar of PRA Events 
 

September/October Calendar of Events 
Thursday, May 28 

 LAST DAY FOR EIGHTH GRADERS 

 7p 8th Grade Graduation 

Friday, May 29 

 DRESS OF CHOICE 

 10:30að11:30a Cow Park/3rd grade 

 11a-12:30 Cow Park/ 2nd grade 

 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 1PM 

DISMISSAL 

 Report Cards Go Home 

Monday, June 8 

 6:30PM PTO Meeting 

Tuesday, June 16 

 7PM Board Meeting(rescheduled 

from 6/11/09) 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, July 30 

 5pm-8pm Registration 

Friday, July 31 

 7am-10am Registration 

Monday, August 10 

 5pm-8pm Back to School Picnic 

Wednesday, August 12 

 First Day of School Grades 4-8 
 

 

 

 

 

May 2009  Staff Birthdays/June 
1-Anne Byrd (5th) 

2- Diane Swann (SPED) 

3- Marika Miller (Office) 

21 ð Cathy Schmidt 

(Library) 
 

 

Jun e 2009  

 

Donėt Throw it Away!! 
As a fundraiser for the Washington, DC trip in April of 

2010, our upcoming 8 th  grade class will be having a 

garage sale this fall.  Please keep this in mind if you do 

some Ėspringė cleaning this summer and save your items 

for this worthy cause!  


