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Parent Seminar Deemed a Must
By Janelle Jones, SAC Communications

For two years standing, an overwhelming number of Platte River Academy (PRA)
parents have related to the School Advisory Committee (SAC)interest in learning
more about our unique Core Knowledge curriculum and program. To meet that need,
SAC has joined forces with the PRA PTO to host the Core Knowledge Parent
Information Seminar scheduled for Tuesday, September 11In an attempt to meet
the scheduling needs of as many PRA parents as possible, the seminar is being
offered in two identical (2) two-hour blocks; 3:30 p.m. -5:30 p.m. and again at 6:30 -
8:30 p.m.

“We are hoping for wide-scale attendance at the CK Seminar. Certainly, it’s a must-
see for new PRA parents, but should be worthwhile for parents with students who’ve
been here for some years,” noted PRA Principal Dr. Gary Stueven.

The event will be keynoted by Core Knowledge aficionado Casey Churchill, Dean of
Students at Liberty Common School in Fort Collins, Colorado. Mr. Churchill has
extensive experience in the Core Knowledge field, with eleven years in the classroom
(primary, elementary and middle school) prior to taking an administrative post. A
recent graduate of the Colorado State University Leadership Cohort program, Mr.
Churchill is also a Core Knowledge expert who travels the country helping schools
begin, analyze and implement CK.

“PRA parents are in for a special educational experience. Casey has presented to our
teachers and is articulate at communicating the benefits of our unique program and
curriculum,” said Dr. Stueven, “...hopefully, parents will gain new perspectives and
feel comfortable during the discussion period in asking questions.”

“Parents may want to pick up a copy of The Knowledge Deficit by E.D. Hirsch,” said
SAC Chair Ken Nollsch, “It’s a highly recommended reading, along with perusing a
copy of the book “What Your Xth grader Needs to Know” pertinent to your child’s
grade level.” Nollsch noted that parents will have a leg up on not only what their kids
will be studying this year and beyond, and will be better able to reinforce at home
what’s being taught in the classroom. “Our hope on the SAC is for parents to feel
very conversant as well as supportive of what’s being taught so they’re able to
support it at home. The benefits to the students will be phenomenal,” he said.

The PTO will be providing light refreshments. As an added attendance incentive,
every parent present will be eligible to register for door prizes includingi An e v
of entertainment, a tour, dinner and wine tasting at Cherokee Ranch and
Castleo (%$180 value)odo and a Tonyos

Parents look for a special e-vite to this event and kindly RSVP ASAP. Questions?
Want to help? jjones@strategicadvantage.ws “The PTO’s been great in stepping up
to team on this event. We are hoping parents planning to attend RSVP ASAP so we
can have enough refreshments for all,” concluded Nollsch.
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Grand Prize Giveaway:
An evening of
entertainment at
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As an added attendance
incentive, every parent present
at the Core Knowledge
Parent Information Seminar
will be eligible to register for
door prizes including i A n
evening of entertainment, a
tour, dinner and wine tasting
at Cherokee Ranch and
Castleo ($180
Tonyds Mar ket
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BAKERS NEEDED!

In order to have plenty of goodies each Friday, we need approximately 20
bakers each week. At this time we have 55 bakers, a few of which have
indicated they would like to bake twice a month. This committee is one of
the easiest and most enjoyable ways to earn volunteer hours, raise funds
€ and put smiles on PRA studentsbd
is provide 2 dozen baked or store-bought goodies on your assigned baking
day. | f we dondét have enough bakers,
weeks we can have bake sale. Please contact Susan Kelly at
coloradokelly@comcast.neti f you can help out ar
up. Please provide the following information: (1) Name; (2) Phone number;
(3) E-mail address. (I must have this in order to send schedules and
reminders out.) (4) Number of times per month you can bake. Thank you
for volunteering!

Destinatian Y-

Read Arol’"d the World?y

Our Fall Book Fair will be September 28-October 1, 2009

Please visit our book fair website at:
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/prabookfair for
more information on the fair or to volunteer. You may also contact Ute
Meyer at (303) 221-1070x2027 or umeyer@platteriveracademy.com

Library Rules for Platte River Academy
The following library rules were established for the 2009-2010 school year.

e Each student can check out up to 2 books at a time.

e Additional books can only be checked out if needed for classroom projects or
at the request of the teacher.

e Books are due on student’s assigned library day.

e To renew a book, student needs to bring book to library.

e Inorder to check out a new book, previously checked out books have to be
returned.

e Students are encouraged to return books in the library book-drop before the
start of the school day.

¢ Books with loose or torn pages should be returned directly to the library staff.
We will repair them. Please do not mend library books at home.

e Books need to be kept away from water bottles and food. Water damage or
food residue will cause mildew in books and requires books to be replaced.

e Students and parents are responsible for damaged or lost books. If a book is
lost or damaged, please contact the library staff. We will inform you of the
replacement cost of the book.

Please visit the library website at
http://www.teacherweb.com/co/platteriveracademy/library/
regarding other useful information

Volunteer

Opportunities

August Crossing
Guard Needs

The following is a list of
spots that still need to be
filled: 2 needed for Mon.
8/24PM; 1 needed for
8/26PM; 3 needed for
8/31PM.

We seem to be struggling
with volunteers for the
afternoon shifts, so if you are
available and do not mind
doing extra shifts it would be
greatly appreciated.

Technology Lab Help

Mrs. Martinez and Mrs. Kaze
are in need of one to four
volunteers to help out in the
computer lab during their first
grade classes Tech time. Time
needed is 9:10am-9:50am
Monday-Thursday beginning as
early as next week, if possible,
and continuing until the end of
the school year. If you have any
questions or would like to
volunteer please email
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.
com

Fall Book Fair

e Decorating, this will be
done the week before
the fair.

e Setting up, Saturday,
September 26 at 9am

e  Working during the fair
(Monday and Tuesday
during school and after
school, Monday starting
at 8:15am, Tuesday
starting at 7am,
Wednesday and
Thursday after 2:30pm)

e Packing up, Friday,
October 2
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Sally Foster PTO Fundraiser 2009

Our Fall Fundraiser starts now. It will run from August 20" - September 8". Please
keep in mind that PRA earns 50% of every item sold! Help Support Platte River
Academy by participating in our Fall Fundraiser!

Sally Foster products include their famous wrapping paper, chocolates, and other
great gifts. Everything is priced under $20.00

The profit that we earn will go towards PRA’s wish list including items such as: a
sound system for gym, permanent outdoor storage, additional document readers
and many other items!!!

Packets will go home in today’s Thursday folders. Please remember to write your
child’s name and teacher on your forms.

Your Fundraising chairpersons are Jenny Nicholson (303) 356-4457 and Jennifer
Bookman (303) 471-6190. Please call us if you have any questions.

.

SALS

Platte River Academy Panther Family
Fun 5K Run/Walk/Snooze

Calling all runners, walkers and sleepers........... Start the school celebration with
family fun! Come out and support Platte River Academy’s Second Annual Panther
Family Fun 5K Run/Walk/Snooze on Sunday, November 8 The fun starts at PRA at
8am!

This event is designed for competitive and recreational runners and walkers of all ages.
Baby joggers are permitted for race runners. Dogs on leashes and baby strollers are
welcome for the walk. And sweet dreams for sleepers!

There will be an awards ceremony for the top 3 men and women finishers and 1% place
for men and women finishers in the following age categories: 16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-
49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and up.

Everyone wins! Participants will receive a 100% cotton T-shirt, goodie bag with
donated items and refreshments.

If you would like to sponsor the event or if your company would like to help support
this event, sponsorship forms are available in the PRA office. Or contact Diane
Phillips at dmrphillips@msn.com or call 303-883-0100.

In addition to participants running, walking or snoozing in the event, we are looking
for volunteers to plan or work the day of the Fun Run to help make this event
successful. If you are interested, please contact Dana Ulrich at
dana.ulrich@hotmail.com or call 303.663.2344.

If you enjoy running, walking or snoozing, then this event is for you. Don’t miss the
fun...... More information to come.

NO BAKE SALE PUNCH
CARDS!!!

After thoughtful consideration,
the Bake Sale Committee has
decided to continue accepting
cash from your students each
Friday and WILL NOT be
instituting the punch card
method

e
@

8" Grade Washington, DC

Fundraiser
Tuesday, August 25 we will
be selling jumbo otter pops
during lunch recess. We
will have regular and sugar
free available for 50 cents
each. YUM!

STEM Charter High

School
Parent information meeting:
7pm to 8pm , Monday
August 24 at Lucent/Avaya
Building, Blue Mesa
Auditorium, 8744 Lucent
Blvd., Highlands Ranch,
80129.

More information is
available in our Lobby.
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The Book Lists:

3% and 4" grade 5" and 6" grade
The Christmas Rat The Black Stallion

By Avi By Walter Farley
Clementine Downsiders
By Sarah By Neal Shusterman
Pennypacker
Fourth Grade Rats The Fighting Ground
By Jerry Spinelli By Avi
Henry Huggins The Girl Who Owad a City
By Beverly Cleary By O.T. Nelson
Journey Heartbeat It’s time to start planning for Battle of the
By Patricia Sharon Creech Books! Douglas County Library has
Maclachlan _ invited us to participate again this year. We
Lilyos Cro Homer Price will have a team with 3" and 4™ grade
gyﬁPatnma Reilly By Robert McCloskey students and a team with 5" and 6 grade

[
Little House on the The House with a Clock in it: students.
Prairie Walls o .
By Laura Ingall s By John Bellairs If your child is interested either contact
Wilder their homeroom teacher; or Cathy Schmidt
Penny from Heaven The Iron Ring or Ute Meyer at (303) 221-1071 ext. 2027
By Jennifer L. Holm Lloyd Alexander in the library for more information.
The Report Card The Report Card
By Andrew By Andrew Clements We took 1% place last year- let’s see if we
Sﬁg‘e”ts Worth can do it again! Teams will be forming in

e I

e By A, LaFaye the fall. PRA readers are the best!

8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser
TAG SALE & Bazaar

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

Donations needed for the tag sale:

A Pl ease hang on to your u neathing spdrting egyipsent, household items €
oranyotherstuffyoudéd sell at a garage sal e.

A Please note any items will thePRA 8tmgaatesashmgioh D.B.r o c €
fundraising effort.

A Please check the PRA n e instHe eodmingweeksfar dhorditfarmasod abgut f ¢
drop off of items.

Invitation for vendors for the bazaar:

A 1f you are, or know a cr af t e personmal careitenesoother mevdhandise e
or a service who would like a booth please contact Gretchen Place at 303-470-9380 or
Shirley Kuhloie (303-470-0744).

A Booths will be $75 for premium spaces and $50 f
Booths will be reserved on a first-come basis so sign up today!




August 2009

August Birthdays

15t 8 Brandy Brocka (K)
21st- Nancy Landauer
S M T W T F S (Reading)
16 |17 |18 |19 |20 |21 |22
23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 |29
30 |31
September Birthdays
3rd- Jenny Gambill (2)
September 2009 15t -Teresa Schuy (Office)
23rd- Meaghan Burke
S |M |T |[W T |F |S (Spanish/MS)
1 |2 |3 |4 |5 24t § Arlene Bena (Office
6 |7 [8 |9 10 |11 |12 25th § Susan Baldwin
13 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 (French/Aide)
20 (21 |22 |23 |24 |25 |26
27 (28 |29 |30

August/September Calendar of PRA Events

Tuesday, August 25
e MS Fundraiser: Otter Pop Sale $.50
e 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night
Grades K-2
Wednesday, August 26
e 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night
Grades 3-5
Thursday, August 27
e 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night
Grades 6-8
Thursday, August 27 -August 31
e Hot Lunch Ordering Period
Friday, August 28
e DRESS OF CHOICE

Tuesday, September 1
e 9am Hot Lunch Payment Due
e 3:30pm-6:30pm Core Knowledge
Seminar for Parents (more information
to come)
Thursday, September 3
e 6pm SAC Meeting
Monday, September 7
e Labor Day NO SCHOOL
Thursday, September 10
e 7pm Board Meeting
Saturday, September 12
e 8am-12pm Family Work Day
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BAKE SALE WILL BEGIN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4




