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October 15, 2009

Running and Voting for PRA
By Mike Rourke
President, PRA Governing Board

I can’t believe the first quarter is already over. Before time gets away from us
altogether, there are a couple of items which require our attention.

First, we have a very important election on the horizon. Four of the seven
Douglas County Board of Education seats are up for grabs. The PRA leadership
has been involved in the process. We have tried to get to know all the candidates
and to determine their feelings and thoughts on school choice. While we do not
have a poor relationship with the current members, there certainly are ways we
can improve our voice on the board.

The mail in ballots for this election will be arriving at our homes over the next
week. Please do not toss that ballot in the trash. It is vital that we become a
strong and active voice in the selection of the new board of education. |am
asking that you, as parents, involve yourselves in the process. Get informed on
the candidates. Talk to the parents who attended the board candidate forums and
get their thoughts. Let’s all cast an informed vote for school choice in this
election.

Next, on November 7, the PTO will be hosting the Panther 5K and one mile Fun
Run/Walk. | am hopeful that we will see an impressive turn out for this event.
Not only will this raise money for our school, it will also teach our kids a valuable
lesson about lifelong fitness. The PTO and other parents have worked very hard
to ensure that this will be a very fun social event. The coach (me) and many
members of the PRA Cross Country team will be participating. If your child is
interested in joining the team in coming years, this is an excellent opportunity to
mingle with the team and find out what cross country is all about. The cost is
very reasonable and there will be many goodies to be had. If it turns out to be a
cold and snowy day, put on a hat and gloves and come have a good time. Bad
weather will not dim our spirits. See you there....
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Volunteer

Opportunities

October Crossing
Guard Needs

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for AM
shifts: 2 for 10/26; 2 for 10/27; 2
for 10/28; 1 for 10/29.

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for PM
shifts: 1 for 10/15; 1 for 10/26; 1
for 10/27; 1for 10/28; 1 for 10/29
and 1 for 10/30.

For those of you who have a hard
time volunteering in other areas,
this would be a much needed way
for you to increase your hours.

Your involvement at PRA is
appreciated.
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Congratulations to Rebecca
"Becca" Benton (8th grader) as
the winner of the drawing
contest for the 5K Panther
Run/Walk? A sample of her
work can be seen in the lobby.




Attention Parents!!!

It’s time to start thinking about
Kindergarten 2010/2011. Do you
have a child who will be ready for
Kindergarten in the fall of 2010?
Please call Judy Poulliot at
303-221-1071 x2031 to make sure we
have accounted for your child.
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ThunderRidge High School
1991 W. Wildcat Reserve Parkway
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

International Baccalaureate
World School

Information Meetings
Monday, November 2nd
Thursday, December 10th
TRHS Auditorium 6:30 p.m.

Attention 8th, 9th and 10th grade students and parents! You
are invited to attend one of the information meetings to learn
about the 1B Diploma Programme at TRHS.

Donna Ferguson Website:
IB Coordinator http://schools.dcsdk12.org/trhsib
303-387-2207

OPERATION
“SWEET FREEDOM"

Help us remember our military this Holiday Seasonl!

In honor of our active servicepersons and veterans we
= would like to ask e.ach“PRA s‘l'ude“nf to write a letter of

// PN THANKS
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\ ® Q,\{QQ;O\)"G\;,) In addition, the Girl Scouts will be in the lobby after
S 6\"'\6 S Halloween to collect your extra candy.

R (hard candy only; no chocolate pleasel)

Each letter will be sent, with candy, as a sign of our.=y,
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Thanksgiving to our troops overseas and fo local }

T
a2 s i
g

i

veteransll

?'s Please call Danielle 303- 471-1352

This year’s World Language
Day, scheduled for October
28, has been cancelled due to
lack of response and perhaps
the scheduling of it so close
to fall break.

Thank you so much for your
continued support and

hopefully we’ll be successful
in bringing it back next year!

Sra. DePinto and Srta. Burke

The holidays are just
around the corner! Do you
decorate or give poinsettia
plants during the holidays?

Consider buying yours

through our school
fundraiser. All plants will
be red, in 6 inch pots and
about 15 inches tall. The
cost is $10 per
plant. Please check your
child’s Thursday folder (K-
6) or ‘electronic folder’
(Middle School) to find an
order form. Checks can be
made out to PRA

Middle School and will

benefit the 8th grade trip to
Washington DC.

All orders must be in by
November 2. Please
contact Stacy Stephens at
(303) 346-3895 or
stacystep@hotmail.com for
more information.



mailto:stacystep@hotmail.com
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Summer Reading Program Recognition
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Congratulations to the following students from Platte River Academy who
completed the summer reading program at the Highlands Ranch Library. In order to
complete this program they were asked to read for twelve hours over eight weeks
and keep track of the hours on their reading logs. We are very proud of these
students and want to acknowledge their success.

Jordan Alexander
Bridgette Sauter
Mallory Gueller
Keola Enos

Olivia Betts

Aeva Graber

Stella Hayden
Grace Galligan
Aaron Carmichael
Raul Shenoy

Kelin McCloskey
Shewli Ghosh
Kaitlyn Caviness
Heather Torgerson
Brooke Richeson
Ryan Phillips
Karlei Costigan
Ilyena Wagner
Anna Vander Leest
Meghan Whatmore

Spencer Edmundson
Brittany Arensdorf
Micah Davies
Xavier Harrell
Le’olani Enos
Luke Bruns
Isabella Graber
Mia Hayden
Charlie Geisler
Morgan Castor
Kennady Simpson
Kaylee Montroy
Shiv Ghosh

Katie Costigan
Matthew Torgerson
Derek Robinson
Eden Goodiel
Dane Vander Leest
Kathryn Weeks

Elliott Graber
Autumn Edmundson
Kaitlyn Arnold
Dena Demos
Kamryn Hart
Mitchell Galligan
Jack Carmichael
Mikaela Sauter
Eliana Lander
Benjamin Geisler
Ashley Caviness
Justin Thomas
Claire Montroy
Lyssa Goodiel
Jack Nelson

Liam Vail

Annie Rourke
Tyler Waugh
Eva Weeks
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HOODIE UPDATE

If you have ordered an ADULT size hoodie, please check the new samples
in the parent workroom. The sizes run large but will have some shrinkage.
The new samples are YouthXL throught Adult XL.

Please let me know ASAP what size you would like. | apologize for this

inconvenience.

If you have any questions please contact Chris Hovater at 303-470-9407 or

chovater@comecast.net

Those of you who ordered
student directories will see
them come home with your
youngest student today.

Unfortunately the printer
eliminated a page from
each directory---the 8"
grade class list. I didn’t
want to delay delivery any
longer by having them
reprinted. So, we have
printed off this page and
placed it loosely in your
directory.
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Fall Festival Parties

AM Kindies
Arrive in costume
9:30 — Parade
9:45 — Party

All Day Kindies; PM
Kindies only (please come
in costume); grades 1-6
12:45pm —change into
costumes

1:15 -2:00 — Parade

2pm- Parties

Middle School
2pm — parties
(Costumes not
recommended)

Middle School Dance
November 13




October 2009 November 2009

S |[M |T |[W |T |F |S S |[M |T |[W T |F |S
11 |12 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17 1 |2 3 |4 |5 6 7
18 |19 |20 |21 |22 |23 |24 8 |9 10 |11 |12 |13 |14
25 |26 |27 |28 |29 |30 |31 15 |16 |17 |18 |19 |20 |21
22 123 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28

29 |30

18%- Pom Brown (Music)
237  Heldy Towmde
26t 8 susan Klee (K) 13- Cheryl Tledgen (Lunch)
17% 8 Ashley Chamberlin (5%)
20t @ Sarah Harrell (F/< atde)
21t 3 Bob Barber (Asst. Principal)

October/November Calendar of PRA Events

Thursday, October 15 Wednesday, November 4
* DRESS OF CHOICE e 9am-2pm International Towne (6™ gr.)
e 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conference Thursday, November 5

Friday, October 16

e NO SCHOOL 0 TEACHER IN SERVICE
Monday, October 19 - Octber 23

e FALL BREAK

e 6pm SAC meeting
Friday, November 6
e 9:30am-2 p m Chil drends

Thursday, October 29 - Monday, Nov. 2 (Kindies)

« HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD Saturday, November 7
Thursday, October 29 e 8am 5K Fun Run

e 9:30-2:15 Colorado Mtn. Club (6™ gr.) Sunday, November 8

e 9:30-2:15 Chatfield- Civil War e Girls on the Run 5K

Reenactment (4™ gr.) Monday, November 9

* Report cards go home e 6:30pm PTO Meeting

Friday, October 30 Wednesday, November 11

e 2-3pm Fall Parties dall grades
Sunday, November 1
e Daylight Savings Time Ends - Set
Clocks back 1 hour

e Veterands DayreProgr
information to follow)
Thursday, November 12
Monday, November 2 o i Beael iea i

¢ Hot Lunch Ordering Period Ends Friday, November 13
Tuesday, November 3 e 7pm Middle School Dance

e Hot Lunch Payment $Due

No School Tomorrow
Have a Fun and Safe Fall Break




