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Two for Two 
 

Dedicated volunteers 
 

Lesley Caviness 
And 

Kristin Wossilek 
 

have been selected as this 

period’s ‘Volunteer parking 

space’ winners. Whenever they 

are at our school they have the 

privilege of parking in that 

‘close in’ spot for two weeks.  
 

Every two weeks I will be 

selecting two winners from 

the entries placed in the 

decorated glass container that 

is on the shelf under the office 

window. 
 

Thank you for volunteering 

Rochelle Monahan 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veteran’s Day Celebration 

 
PRA students and families will once again have the opportunity to 

recognize and honor veterans during the upcoming Veteran‟s Day.  This 

year‟s celebration will take place on Wednesday, November 11.  We will 

have two assemblies where we will honor veterans.  The first assembly 

begins at 8:30am for grades 5-8 and the second assembly begins at 

10:15am for grades K-4.  You are welcome to attend either or both 

ceremonies.  Each ceremony will include a posting of the colors, a music 

performance by the students, a moment of silence for veterans who have 

gone before us and a special recognition for the veterans in attendance. 

 

We will recognize veterans this year on our Veterans Wall of Honor.  We 

keep all recognition forms from previous years and will display them 

again this year.  If you have another veteran you would like to honor, 

please return the form that will be in your child‟s Thursday folder  or in 

the „electronic folder‟ today.  Forms will also be available at the front 

desk.  Please return all new forms by Monday, November 09. 

 

The Veteran‟s Day celebration at PRA is truly a remarkable event.  I 

highly encourage you to fill out the paperwork to honor a veteran and to 

come to one of the assemblies and see first-hand just how special this 

event is.   

 

Please RSVP to Rochelle Monahan at 303-221-1070 if you can attend.  

RSVP is not required, but is appreciated.  We look forward to seeing you 

on Wednesday, November 11.   

 

 

                     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

November Crossing 

Guard Needs 

 
The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

AM shifts: 1 for 11/09; 1 for 

11/11; 1 for 11/12; 2 for 11/17; 

1 for 11/18; 1 for 11/19 and 

1for/11/30. 
 

The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

PM shifts: 2 for 11/09; 3 for 

11/10; 2 for 11/11; 1for 11/12; 

1 for 11/13; 1 for 11/16; 1 for 

11/17; 2 for 11/18; 2 for 11/19; 

1 for 11/20; 2 for 11/23; 3for 

11/24 and 5 for 11/30. 
 

 

For those of you who have a 

hard time volunteering in other 

areas, this would be a much 

needed way for you to increase 

your hours.  
 

Your involvement at PRA is 

appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PRA PTO is looking for 

volunteers to help with the 2nd 

Annual Family Movie Night. 

This event will be held on 

Friday, December 4th from 

5pm - 10pm. We are looking 

for volunteers to help plan and 

run the event. Get volunteer 

hours while you and your 

children get to watch a movie 

and hang out with friends. If 

you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact 

Dana Ulrich at 

dana.ulrich@hotmail.com. 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

 

SCRIP …  What is it? 
 

We‟re pleased to share some exciting news about a fundraising program for Platte 

River Academy‟s Parent Teacher Organization.  It‟s called “scrip”, and it‟s the 

fundraising program that works while you shop. 
 

Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money” – in other words, scrip is gift 

certificates from national and local retailers.  They‟re the same gift certificates that 

you buy at the store.  Many popular retailers participate in our scrip program 

including Kohl‟s, The Gap, Shell, Barnes & Noble, Red Robin and many, many 

others.   
 

You‟re probably asking yourself how these stores help us raise money.  It‟s simple 

-- scrip participating retailers agree to sell gift certificates to our organization at a 

discount.  Families like yours buy the certificates for full face value, they redeem 

them for full face value, and our school keeps the difference as revenue.  And scrip 

is exciting, because everybody wins: 
 

 The retailer gets cash up front and repeat business… 

 You get a powerful fundraising alternative that involves no selling… 

 Our school gets a regular source of revenue. 
 

The beauty of scrip is that you put your regular household shopping dollars to 

work. You earn money for our school without spending a single additional penny.  

Just spend your regular shopping dollars with scrip at the stores that participate in 

the scrip program!  And scrip can be used for just about any household purchase 

including food, clothing, entertainment, gasoline and even dining out. 
 

 

The Platte River Academy PTO scrip program promises to be a simple and 

effective fundraising program.  We urge you to give this program a try!  Read on 

to see how to order.   
 

Thanks for your support, and as always you‟re more than welcome to come to any 

of our meetings, they are the 2
nd

 Monday of each month at 6:30 pm in the library!   
 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicole Cimbura 

PTO President 
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Please note that this will be the 

last week that Thursday folders 

will be coming home 

containing school wide 

information.  All information 

from the office can be 

accessed via the weekly 

newsletter and/or the 

electronic folder; both of 

these can be accessed via the 

links that are sent to you each 

week through TeacherEase.  

Grades K-5 students will still 

have folders coming home with 

information from their 

respective teachers and /or their 

class work and projects. 

 

 
Do you have a child who will 

be ready for Kindergarten in 

the fall of 2010?   

Please call Judy Poulliot at  

303-221-1071 x2031 to make 

sure we have accounted for 

your child. 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations Platte 

River Academy!!!! 

 

 

As of Wednesday, November 

4
th
 the PRA Girl Scouts have 

collected close to 300 LBS OF 

CANDY and more is coming in 

everyday!! 
 

Do you have a family member 

or friend serving overseas?  

We would like to send them a 

package of treats and letters of 

"Thanks"!!  

If so, please contact me no later 

than Monday, November 9
th
 

with their name and APO 

address!! 
 

Again, thank you SO much for 

supporting our troops!! 
  

  

  

 

To purchase Scrip:  

To order online : Go to www.shopwithscrip.com and set up an account.  Click on 'not 

a member', and follow the instructions using PRA's enrollment code # 

7F5EB3A3574L (case sensitive).  To help you set up the account, and to assist you 

with the online ordering process Scrip has a tutorial (see 'Scrip Tutorial' below). The 

ordering process is as follows:  

 Order online 

 Print out the order confirmation page (we suggest you print a copy for your records 

as well) 

 Pay online via 'Presto Pay' (see below) OR write a check made payable to PRA 

PTO, and send check and order confirmation page with your student to school before 

delivery.  

 If you have any questions about online ordering, please contact our Scrip 

coordinator at krisanderic@q.com  .  

Ordering Deadlines - You will need to have your online order in by the first Friday of 

every month by NOON to be delivered by the following Friday.  

Picking Up Your SCRIP - You will need to come into the school to pick up your 

order from Teresa Schuy at the front desk.  Teresa will be available Monday through 

Friday 9:30 am – 6:00 pm.  If alternate pick up arrangements need to be made please 

contact Teresa at tschuy@platteriveracademy.com   

Presto-Pay - This is a convenient way for you to pay for your order online.  With 

Presto-Pay your payment will be electronically deducted from your checking account, 

and GLSC (SCRIP) will accept your payment and forward to PRA to pay for your 

order.  

Once you have successfully enrolled, and verified your bank account information you 

will have the option of paying for your order with Presto-Pay. When you choose 

Presto-Pay, they will debit your checking account for the face value amount of your 

order, plus a small convenience fee of $0.39, and hold that payment until PRA 

releases our combined order to GLSC.  You can still pay for Scrip via check (even 

after signing up for Presto-Pay), and will have the option to select your payment type 

each time you order during the check-out process.  If you pay for your order with 

Presto-Pay, and your payment is returned or rejected for any reason, we will:  

 CANCEL your order if it has not been released by your coordinator, OR  

 If your order has been released by PRA, they will CHARGE PRA for the face value 

of your order, PLUS A BANK CHARGE OF $30.00.  You will then owe PRA PTO 

that full amount.  PLATTE RIVER ACADEMY WILL ALSO CHARGE 

ANOTHER $20 BANK CHARGE FEE FOR A TOTAL OF $50.00, and you may 

no longer use Presto-Pay.  

 

 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:krisanderic@q.com


What Do You Think of the Election Results for DCSD Board of Education? 
By Dr. Gary Stueven, Principal 

 

Three new directors will be seated to the Douglas County Board of Education (BoE) on November 17, 2009. 

They will be joined by John Carson who was re-elected to another term. The newly elected directors are: Doug 

Benevento, Dan Gerken and Meghan Silverthorn.  This portends a better future for choice and charter schools in 

DCSD as they work with Ryan Stuart, Justin Williams, and Cliff Stahl who are continuing members on the 

BoE.  
 

Many challenges lie ahead, but I believe that this new Board and the Interim Superintendent, Dr. Steve Herzog, 

will meet them all with professionalism and a renewed level of accountability to the students and parents in this 

community that they represent and serve. However, the commitment to ensure quality schools for our children 

in a financially supported and accountable district belongs to everyone - the BoE, district and school leaders, 

employees, parents, and the general community.  Let‟s all become more informed and involved. 
 

Below is a statement that I read to the BoE on Tuesday evening as its meeting began and prior to the results of 

the election being known. It was intended to be applicable to all concerned no matter the results.  

 

 
November 3, 2009 

 

Good Evening, Directors, President Turner, and Dr. Herzog: 
 

For those in the audience, I am Gary Stueven, Principal at Platte River Academy. 
 

My mother may have told me in more ways than one that God gives us a gift of 86,400 seconds every day. Then 

she‟d ask: “Now, have you even used one of those today to say „Thank You‟?”   
 

Let me take a few seconds here to personally thank each of you for the collective service that has been given to 

the Douglas County community as members of this Board of Education.  Thank you, seven times over! 
 

Now, it is probably fair to say that tomorrow will be different.  However, the challenges, the travails, the trials, 

the fortunes, and the joys of serving on this Board of Education will remain tomorrow, just as they were 

prevalent yesterday, and as they are certainly present today.  
 

I appreciate knowing that there are those who desire to serve on this Board of Education as either a newly 

elected member, a re-elected incumbent, or a continuing member. Seven members are required, but what is 

especially needed are seven members who will work together no matter the results of the election.  
 

Accordingly, the rest of us in this room are equally challenged and obligated to work together and with the 

“new” Board whether our role and responsibilities as leaders are with the District, a school, an organization, or 

within the community.  
 

The Board of Education has an immense responsibility and it cannot be done alone. Let‟s all begin tomorrow 

with a renewed sense of collaboration to successfully complete and amicably resolve the many tasks, 

challenges, and differences that no doubt lie ahead. This is necessary to ensure the on-going quality of Douglas 

County and its schools.   
 

I will see that my name is on the sign-up sheet when it comes around. And, I know that there are others in this 

room and elsewhere who will do the same. Tough times don‟t need to dictate what we will become. It will be 

the people in this county because of their collective leadership and commitment; and that makes me optimistic. 
 

Lastly, let me say again. Thank you! 

 



  

 

 

PRA’s Version of 

‘Meals on Wheels’ 
 

Although the weather last 

week may have infringed 

upon some of your plans 

(one of them being school) 

the silver lining of the storm 

is that Friday‟s Hot Lunch 

order went to a good cause.  

Since Friday‟s school day 

was still in question on 

Thursday evening, we didn‟t 

have the necessary 24 hour 

notice to cancel hot lunch 

for the day.  However, Dr. 

Stueven graciously delivered 

120 sandwiches to the 

Denver Rescue Mission on 

23
rd

 & Lawrence. Thank you 

for your collective donation 

for those less fortunate. 
 

 
 

 

            

 
 

Thank you for supporting our school and participating in the Original 

Works Art Fundraiser, www.originalworks.com 
 

We raised a wonderful amount of money which will greatly benefit 

the Art Program here at school. 
 

I will be sending one last order to the company next week. 

So, if you missed the deadline, wish to order more items or had a 

problem with your order, please let me know. You will need to send in 

the order form, original art work and/or check to me by next 

Thursday, 11/12, and I will be sure to send everything on to the 

company. 
 

They will not guarantee delivery by Christmas with the second order, 

but the original order arrived quickly and so everything may arrive 

on time for Christmas. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Hinkle 

 

 
 

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO!  
 

PRA Panther Family Fun 5K Run/Walk  
 

Saturday, November 7, 2009  
 

http://www.originalworks.com/
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November Calendar of PRA Events 
 

Friday, November 6  

 8:30-9:30am Awards Assembly  

(Gr. 4 &5) 

 9:30am-2pm  Childrenõs Museum 

(Kindies) 

 1:45pm Awards Assembly (Gr. 6) 

 2:15pm Awards Assembly (Gr. 7 & 8) 

Saturday, November 7  

 8am 5K Fun Run 

Sunday,  November 8  

 Girls on the Run 5K 

Monday, November 9  

 6:30pm  PTO Meeting 

Tuesday, November 10  

 6pm SAC meeting 

Wednesday, November 11  

 8:30am Veteranõs Day Program  

(Gr. 5-8) 

 10:15am Veteranõs Day Program (K-4) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, November 12  

 7pm Board Meeting 

Saturday, November 14  

 Family Work Day 

Thursday, November 19  

 11am-2pm French Club Lunch 

Friday, November 20  

 7pm-9:30pm Middle School Dance 

(rescheduled from 11/13) 

Tuesday, November 24  

 DRESS OF CHOICE 

 8:30am-11:15am First Harvest 

Festival (Kindies) 

Wednesday ð Friday November 25 - 27 

 Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bake Sale Tomorrow 

Donõt forget your quarters! 

  

November  2009  

November Birthdays 
13th- Cheryl Tiedgen (Lunch) 

17th – Ashley Chamberlin (5th) 

20th – Sarah Harrell (7th/8th aide) 

21th – Bob Barber (Asst. Principal) 

 


