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Two for Two 
Dedicated volunteers 

Cindy Jones 
And 

Karyn Jones 
have been selected as this 

period’s ‘Volunteer parking 

space’ winners. Whenever they 

are at our school they have the 

privilege of parking in that 

‘close in’ spot for two weeks.  
 

Every two weeks I will be 

selecting two winners from 

the entries placed in the 

decorated glass container that 

is on the shelf under the office 

window. 
 

Thank you for volunteering 

Rochelle Monahan 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from Platte River Academy 

By Gary Stueven, Principal 

 
What is it that can be one gift by day and another, in different wrapping, in the 

evenings? A gift that is valued by everyone; yet it is returned daily in the morning 

and then re-gifted back in the afternoon.  They are gifts that keep giving and are 

priceless (in one denomination or another). What gifts are these?  

 

I believe these gifts are students, parents, and teachers.  Read the three notes 

below and see what you think. Each note has a different author and is written to a 

special audience within our school and community. Enjoy them as we all share in 

PRA being an excellent school where many have the privilege to learn, volunteer, 

or work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students: 
 

Wow, what an incredible time of year!  This is a special time when we get to 

reflect on the year and those things that mean so much in our lives and also 

to be thankful for everything we have.  The holidays are such a wonderful 

time of year and one when many of us focus on receiving.  We all love to 

receive gifts, presents and cards, but it is important to give as well.  Think of 

the joy that you bring someone as they receive a gift or card from you.  Know 

that the spirit of giving this holiday season warms the hearts of everyone.   We 

are continually reminded everyday of the kindness and generosity of the 

students at Platte River Academy.  You all are truly special and it is an honor 

to be a part of the PRA community. 

 

Happy Holidays to all!  

Bob Barber, Assistant Principal    

 

 

 



  

  
Please do not park in any 
of the RESERVED spots at 

the front of the school 
unless they have been 

assigned to you.  Thank 
you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is my pleasure to announce 

that Susan Klee will be 

representing Platte River 

Academy at the upcoming 

Apple Awards. The 5
th
 Annual 

Apple Awards celebration to 

honor 76 amazing educators in 

Douglas County Schools will be 

held on Saturday, March 6, 

2010 at the Wells Fargo Theatre 

in Denver.   These teachers will 

be representing their respective 

school. 

 

The Apple Awards is sponsored 

by the Douglas County 

Educational Foundation as is 

one of its primary fundraisers to 

provide funds in support of 

classrooms and students in 

DCSD. Platte River Academy 

has been a recipient of the 

DCEF support for two years to 

defray costs associated with 

Young AmeriTowne for our 5
th
 

graders. If you are interested in 

honoring Mrs. Klee as PRA’s 

nominee, please consider 

making a tax-deductible 

donation to the DCEF, 300 

West Plaza Drive, Suite 102, 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Dear Platte River Academy Family, 
 

At this special time of year, it is customary to remember those things which mean the 

most to us……family, good friends, health, happiness, security.  As a Governing 

Board, we would like to remember and recognize you, the dedicated professionals 

that see to the educational development of our most precious resource…..our 

children. 
 

For nine years, you steward our kids through their trip of knowledge.  Seven hours a 

day, five days a week, forty two weeks a year.  You usher our children from ABC’s to 

Robert Louis Stevenson, from counting to Algebra, from Playdoh  to Science 

Olympiad, from the Pledge of Allegiance to the great World Wars, from finger paints 

and sing-along to Monet and Mozart.  You take our children on a magnificent 

journey of learning. 
 

Outside the classroom, you see to their security and well being, their discipline (when 

required), their social interaction, and their community involvement.  You help us 

(parents) escort our children from missing teeth and pigtails to braces and 

adolescence. 
 

You all play no small part in the lives of our children, and therefore our lives as well.  

Gratitude is far too often found in small measure.  Today we would like to 

wholeheartedly thank you for the monumentally important task that you embrace 

each day, a task that you all do so well here at PRA.  You make PRA a special 

community.   
 

Please accept our heartfelt wishes for a joyous holiday season and our hopes for a 

happy, prosperous, and blessed New Year! 
 

Sincerely, 

THE PLATTE RIVER ACADEMY GOVERNING BOARD 
 

Michael Rourke, President   Matt Sauter, Vice President 

Ed Brenneman, Treasurer   Diana Simpson, Secretary 

Stacy Stephens, Governor    Marc Shupe, Governor 

Ken Whatmore, Governor 

Dear PRA Parents, 
 

Frequently, I remind students and teachers of the value that you are to 

 the success of PRA. You are a gift to those who work with your child(ren)  

because they come to school respectful and ready and prepared to learn.  

You are a gift for your child when encouragement is offered on a difficult  

assignment and a gift to the teacher when a compliment of support is  

emailed or written in a note. You make yourself available to volunteer  

your time and energy for the good of the school, your child’s classroom, and even 

student safety on carpool duty. 
 

I have been at five different schools in my career as a principal. PRA has  

been a gift to me like no others. I credit much of this to the parents who  

founded PRA through vision, sweat, and tears. I accept this gift humbly.   

Additionally, many parents have continued to carry the torch that keeps  

PRA burning bright as a charter school in Douglas County.  Others have  

stepped forward through PTO and other class activities to make PRA the  

best that it can be as a K-8 school.  
 

Thank you all for the gifts that you bring (and give) to PRA.  Please keep  

up this important role that you fill every day. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Dr. Stueven, Principal 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUGLAS COUNTY 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

WINDOW FOR 2010/2011 
 

If your child will not be 

attending PRA for the 2010/2011 

school year and wishes to attend 

a school that is not your 

neighborhood school, you will 

need to Open Enroll them with 

that school.  The Open 

Enrollment window will open 

December 1, 2009 and will 

close January 15, 2010.  

Applications will not be accepted 

after January 15, 2010.  You can 

complete an Open Enrollment 

form on line by going to 

www.dcsdk12.org.  Families will 

be notified between January 20-

25, 2010 as to acceptance or 

denial of their Open Enrollment 

request.   

If your 8
th

 grader plans on 

attending 9
th
 grade at your 

neighborhood high school we 

suggest that you contact that high 

school to check if there are any 

upcoming meetings to attend or 

if there are any other steps you 

will need to take in order to 

ensure their enrollment.  We will 

share any information that we 

receive from the high schools 

with you as well.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

STEM High / Middle School and Academy 
Instructing Youth in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math 
 

STEM High and Middle School will sponsor three Parent Information 
Nights, all at 7pm, on Tuesday, January 5; Wednesday, January 6 and 

Thursday, January 7 at the New School Facility located at 8757 Ridgeline 
Blvd.  Board President, Mark Baisley will lead the meetings and answer 

questions about the school.  Parents will have an opportunity to tour the 
new facility, which will be undergoing a radical transformation into a 

school, during the months of February through July. 
 

For more information go to www.stemhigh.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Accountability Report (SAR) 

The State will not be releasing SARS or school rankings this year. 

The new accountability system is being designed to emphasize capacity 

building rather than judgments of school performance. Instead of the rankings 

that schools received in the past, CDE will now report on SchoolView 

(www.schoolview.org) the information used to measure each of the 

performance indicators. Beginning in 2010, CDE will determine the level 

attained by each public school, each school district, the Charter  

School Institute (CSI) and the state as a whole on each performance indicator. 

The performance indicators are designed for alignment with accreditation 

requirements and include the following:  

 Student academic growth (measured by the Colorado Growth Model)  

 Student achievement levels (measured by the percent of  

 students scoring advanced, proficient, partially proficient and 

unsatisfactory) 

 Extent of achievement gaps in both achievement levels and growth, 

based on income and ethnicity  

 Postsecondary readiness (measured by graduation rates and ACT/PWR)  

In the place of SARs, the state will now provide information about districts/CSI 

and schools in the district/CSI and school "performance reports"  that will be 

published on SchoolView. The CDE is in the process of developing the format 

for these performance reports and adding all of the information required to be 

reported by SB 163. SchoolView already has useful information about 

district/CSI/school performance posted (which can be accessed at: 

http://www.schoolview.org/performance.asp). Going forward, school 

"performance reports" will be available each August.  

  

 

 

http://www.dcsdk12.org/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102885878730&s=522&e=001BLdWOTX2EVFGPb2W-8QxZUfq27GO7ClU6C5gnnSPpClXQPVLMz3RUEcumDsxdlVvRwqioyHi4--ZgVRCcqDuo5LSooud2U5hv8w5sJXmx2xQ2h9pr8dgWA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102885878730&s=522&e=001BLdWOTX2EVHoo1eA90q92uUjQ0ippTahFfveSC6JH0cffKlZ5PWAGkT0PGzjxJ9Aqpx0px64kGNqYgcYsQdhdmDtWcblfN3cFJY_LfmGja7MzzVxI_Vto_R-DpZet1f0Vy5HD2YKpE4=


 John Irwin Awards 

 

The state is planning to adopt 

emergency rules for the John 

Irwin Awards in early 

2010, therefore, it is anticipated 

that the John Irwin Awards will 

still be given in the 2009-10 

school year. The state will 

continue to work on longer term 

rules for school performance 

awards in the spring of 2010. 

 

 

 

Attention Parents of 

Athletes 

If you plan to have your 

children attend their sibling’s 

games or the game of a 

classmate, they need to 

understand that they are not 

allowed to just wander the 

school and are expected to be on 

their best behavior whether they 

attend a game here or at another 

school. Thank you for helping 

us maintain a positive, 

undisruptive and good 

sportsmanlike atmosphere. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to all our wonderful 

lunchroom helpers for 

dedicating your time and effort 

to help us make the lunchroom 

run smoothly.  We appreciate 

you all so much.  We hope you 

have a very Merry Christmas 

and a fun break with your 

families. 
 

Cheryl Tiedgen, Kathy Johnson 

and Tina Dorsch 

 

 

 

Attention 2010-2011 Incoming TRHS 
Students and Parents . . . 

 

You are cordially invited to attend our 8
th

 Grade 

Parent Night!  

 

PLEASE JOIN US ON 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19TH 
FROM 5:30 P.M. ð 7:30 P.M. 

THUNDERRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
 

This evening will cover class registration,  

transitioning to high school, academic  

expectations, timelines, extra - curricular 

activitie s, interventions and much more.  

 

Donõt miss this essential informational session planned 
especially for you. 

 

For more information go to the TRHS website or 

call 303/387 - 2205.  

 

 
 

Second Semester Calendar Change for PRA 
Did you enjoy those 3 snow days to end October? Well, here comes the treat or what 

some might see it as a “trick”. In Colorado, public schools are required to be in session 

a sufficient amount of hours to meet minimum annual hours of instructional time for 

students.  This varies between elementary and middle/secondary levels.  Our 2009-10 

calendar has four days built in for school closures.  We are now down to one and it is 

not even Christmas yet. 
 

Accordingly, last week the Governing Board approved a revision to the second 

semester calendar to add two more days for students to attend school in the second 

semester.  This  is to prevent any last minute forced changes to the calendar and/or 

school day to be in compliance should there be any more school closures.  Please add 

Monday, January 4 and Friday, May 28 as school days for your child (ren). 
 

Other calendar business included the Governing Board reviewing and acknowledging 

the 2010-11 calendar as approved in December 2008. 
 

If you have questions/comments about this announcement you are welcome to send as 

such to calendar@platteriveracademy.com 
 

 

mailto:calendar@platteriveracademy.com
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December/ January Calendar of PRA Events 
 

Friday, December 18  

 DRESS OF CHOICE 

 End of Quarter 

Monday, Dec. 21-  Friday, Jan .  1 

 WINTER BREAK 

Monday, January 4  

 Revised Return Date - School Resumes  

Thursday, January 7  

 6pm SAC Meeting 

Frid ay, January 8  

 Classroom Spelling Bees 

Saturday, January 9  

 8am-12pm  Family Work Day 

Monday, January 11  

 6:30pm  PTO Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 14 -  Tuesday, January 19  

 Hot Lunch Ordering period 

 7pm Board Meeting 

Friday, January 15  

 DRESS OF CHOICE 

Monday, January 18  

 NO SCHOOL MLK DAY 

Wednesday, January 20  

 9am HOT LUNCH PAYMENTS DUE 

Friday, January 22  

 8:30am-11am Fairy Tales (1st gr.) 

 MS 80õs Dance (time TBA) 

Tuesday, January 26  

 5PM-9PM- Red Robin fundraiser night 

Thursday, January, 28  

 2pm School Spelling Bee 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

No Bake Sale Tomorrow 
 

Have a Safe and Fun Winter Break 

December  2009  

 

December Birthdays 
2nd- Tina Dorsch (Lunch)    12th – Sharon Groeling (OT) 

12th – Laurie Knapp (3rd)     16th – Kirstin Halpert (3rd) 

18th – Kelli Boyd (4th)            19th – Marti Bacon (H.S) 

22nd – Kim Young (2nd)        25th- Melissa Wood (M.S.) 
 

 

 

 


