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5 Reasons To Get Involved
By Nicole Cimbura, PTO President
Adapted from Emily Graham

Higher grades and better behavior are just a few of the benefits of parent
involvement.

What if you could help your child enjoy school more, get better grades and
reduce behavior problems at the same time? Reams of research has shown that
regardless of parent’s income and educational background, their involvement in
education helps their kids do better in school.

Parent involvement can be as simple as helping with math homework or reading
a book together at bedtime. Going to parent-teacher conferences is important, but
taking the family to the school movie night makes a difference, too. More
involvement is better, but you don’t have to be the class mom or run the school
luau. As long as your actions show that you value education, your child is likely
to respond. Here are just a few of the reasons you should get involved in your
child’s education:

Higher grades. Kids whose parents are involved in their education get better
grades and have higher test scores. And the more parents are involved, the more
their children seem to benefit. A study of parents highly involved in the
educational process showed that their children were more likely to improve in
reading and math.

Better behavior. Kids develop better social skills and show improved behavior
when their parents are involved at school. Studies have also shown that kids are
less likely to skip school, less disruptive in class, and more likely to do their
homework when their parents are involved. One study showed that when dads
are highly involved in schools, their children enjoy school more and are less
likely to be suspended, expelled, or required to repeat a grade.

Improved education. Research shows that parent involvement can help improve
the quality of schools, raise teacher morale, and improve a school’s reputation in
the community. Involved parents gain the respect of teachers; as a result, teachers
have higher expectations of their children. Involvement pays off in the long term,
too: Children stay in school longer and are more likely to continue their
education after high school.

Increased confidence. When students feel supported at home and school, they
develop more positive attitudes about school, have more self-confidence, and
place a higher priority on academic achievement. Children of involved parents
are more likely to feel that they’re accepted, included, and respected and at

school.
(Cont’d on pg.2)
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It is with deep regret that we
inform you that Dick Young,
husband of Platte River Academy
second grade teacher, Kim
Young, passed away on
Saturday, 2/20 due to
complications from diabetes.

Mr. Young served as a dedicated
member of the PRA Governing
Board from 2004 thru 2006.

For service time and location,
please contact the PRA office.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made
to The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints Humanitarian
Fund at
http://providentliving.org/content/d
isplay/0,11666,6944-1-3685-
1,00.html
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Parents benefit, too. When parents become involved in their children’s education,
they become more comfortable in the school building, gain confidence in their
parenting skills, and feel more capable of helping their children learn.

Emily Graham wrote the above article, but | have adapted it slightly to fit a bit
better with the PRA community. Remember involvement is easy. You don’t have
to log hundreds of volunteer hours for your child to benefit. Every little bit counts.
If you’re ready to do more, PRA’s PTO, PRA’s Governing Board, PRA’s SAC
Committee, PRA’s Volunteer Coordinator, Rochelle Monahan can help you find
ways to get involved that fit both your schedule and your interests.

LAST CHANCE TO Order your 2009-2010 Yearbook
Order Deadline MONDAY March 1st(strictly enforced)

Look for your yearbook order form
in foday's ‘e-folder'. Please return
your order form with cash or check
made payable to PRA by MARCH 1%,
We are sorry but no late orders can| 1/4 Page...$35

We will also be selling ADS for
the yearbook, at the following
prices:

Full Page..$110 % Page..$60

1/8 Page...$20

Dedications:

1/8 page...$20

Contact: Ihouston@platteriveracademy.com

be accepted!

Paper Crafting Club
Hosted by Mr. Taylor
The paper Crafting Club is designed for students in 4™ through 8" grades who
wish to explore a few different ways that paper can be used to create art. We
will meet each Wednesday after school, from 3:30 until 4:15, and try such
projects as:

Paper Craft

Origami Modeling

Kirigami

Starting March 3", and running eight weeks to April 28" (off once for Spring
Break), we will try a variety of these crafts, from beginner to more moderate
levels as we progress. Space is limited to the first 15 students who sign up. A fee
of $5.00 is necessary to cover the costs for paper and supplies, with checks
made out to PRA. Check for sign up form in today’s ‘e-folder’.

Volunteer

Opportunities

Crossing Guard Needs
for March

AM Shift:
(1)Monday, 3/15;
(1)Tuesday, 3/16;
(3)Tuesday, 3/30.

PM Shift:
(1)Friday, 3/12;
(1)Tuesday, 3/16

Work from Home

The PRA PTO is currently
in need of an auditor. If
you have experience in
this area and would like to
volunteer please contact
Nicole at
mcimbura@comcast.net
for more information.

The PRA PTO is also
looking for a computer
savvy, detail orientated
parent who would like to
earn volunteer hours by
compiling the 2010-2011
school directory. Please

contact Nicole at
mcimbura@comcast.net
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Track and Field

The first meeting for spring track and field will be held on
Tuesday, March 2nd at 3 PM. It will be held in the gym (or
library if the gym is in use). Information will be handed out and
anyone interested in running that day may stay around after the
meeting to do so. All 6th - 8th graders interested in running,
jumping, or throwing are encouraged to attend and learn about
this great opportunity for fun and fitness.

SUPER ACHIEVER CUB SCOUTS

Cub Scout Pack 696 is very proud to announce that all members of the Screaming
Eagles Webelos Patrol have been awarded "Super Achiever". Super Achiever

is earned for completing requirements for all 20 available activity badges in the
categories of Physical Skills, Mental Skills, Community, Technology and
Outdoors. In the past 12 years, only a few Scouts in this Pack have earned this
prestigious award. All seven Scouts in this Patrol earned Super Achiever under the
guidance of their parents and Den Leader, Tim Davies.

In addition, each Scout has satisfied the Arrow of Light requirements to advance
to Boy Scouts and has crossed over to Boy Scouts, hopeful to eventually achieve
Eagle Scout. These accomplishments were awarded and celebrated in the Pack’s
annual Blue & Gold Banquet in mid-February in conjunction with celebrating 100
years of Boy Scouts.

Comprised of Platte River Academy and Littleton Academy 5th grade students, the
Screaming Eagles Patrol members will move on to Highlands Ranch Boy Scout
Troops 628, 633 and 645.

Pictured: Scoutmaster Davies, Micah, Nathan, Stian, Lucas, Sidney, Eric and
Randon.

Remember tomorrow, 2/26
is the last day to turn in
your order for your
delicious

Mc Donal dos Hot
Will be served, Tuesday,
March 02

Cost: $1.00 (cash only
please)

" grade

Proceeds benefit 8
DC Trip

Thanks for all your help! We
raised $923, for our Pennies
for Patients fundraiser!! Mrs.
Chamberlain’s 5™ grade class
donated the most money for a
total of $97.63.
Congratulations to the
students in her class. They
will receive a pizza party.

Desiring warm cookies fresh
from the oven? Contact
Karyn Jones, 303-346-3676
for a tub of Otis Spunkmeyer
cookie dough, brownie mix or
pretzel dough, $15 a tub.
While supplies last. Yield: 36
3 0 dneter cookies
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March 2010
March Birthdays

3/2 Mar’LLxdw Nelson (31)
2/4 Clndy stubbs (2+4 Alde)
3/10 Scharlotte Bowles (M. S,)
3/12 Michelle Enos (K-Alde)
3/13 Dlane DePlnto (Spanish)

3/15 Mike Willsea (M, S.,)

Bake Sale Tomorrow

Don't Forget Your Quarters!




