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September 3, 2009

Welcome Back
By Nicole Cimbura, PTO President

I hope everyone is settling back into the school routine. The students seem
eager to be back and to see many of the friends and teachers they missed
over the summer.

I would like to thank the many who have inquired about PTO and how to
get involved. We will be contacting you over the next few weeks to
answer your questions and offering ways to help that work for you. Any
amount of time you have to give is needed and appreciated. Please note
that our meetings will be the second Monday of every month at 6:30pm at
Platte River in the library, we hope you can join us.

Sincere thanks to the many Officers, Chairpersons and Volunteers of Platte
River PTO. We are a great group of enthusiastic and committed parents
wanting the best for all children at our school.

Volunteer opportunities are always available throughout the year. A few
areas we are still in need of are the Social Committee Chairs, and Hot
Lunch Menu Coordinator. Please feel free to contact me at (303)683-8619
with any questions or concerns you might have.

Nicole Cimbura
Platte River Academy PTO President

Attention PRA Sports
Fans .. PANTHER C

COUNTRY
The PRA middle school cross country team is
competing in the first meet of the season
tomorrow (Friday Sept. 4™). We are hosting
St. Mary’s Academy and Cherry Hills
Christian Schools. The meet will be held at
PRA immediately following school. Please
come support the Panther XC team and cheer
your classmates on to victory!!!
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Dedicated volunteers
Jenny Mills
anot

Theresa Whisler
have beew selected as this
perlod’s “Volunteer parking
space’ winners, whenever they
are at our school they have the
privilege of parking in that
‘close tn’ spot for two weeks,
Bvery two weeks (will be
selecting two winners from
the entries placed in the
decovated glass container that
ls on the shelf under the office
window,

Thank You for volunteering
Rochelle Monahan
Volunteer Coordinator

PLEASE READ THE
ENNOUNCEMENT SENT
TODAY REGARDING THE
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
TO STUDENTS




DCSD Board of Education

Candidate Forum
at Platte River Academy

Hosted by the Douglas County

Charter School Parent Community
Moderated by Theresa Marchetta, Anchor
Channel 7 News

Date: Thursday, September 17, 2009

Time: 7:00 PM

This fall, registered voters in Douglas County will be voting for school district Board of
Education members. This forum is a wonderful opportunity to meet the candidates prior to
casting (mailing) your vote.

Join us and be prepared with questions you would like to ask the candidates.

Platte River Academy Gym, 4085 Lark Sparrow, Highlands Ranch, 80126

This is a county wide election where we will be electing four directors from four geographical
areas. You can choose one candidate in each area, therefore placing four votes on your ballot.

District B John Carson (incumbent) District E  Doug Benevento
Sue Catterall Kristine Turner (incumbent)
District D Dan Gerken District G Emily Hansen (incumbent)
Kevin Leung Meghann Silverthorn

Important Information

The 2009 election is an all-mail ballot. If you are a registered voter in Douglas

County, you will receive a ballot in mid-October. If you are not registered to vote, the last
day to register for this election is October 5. All ballots must be received not postmarked, by
November 3.

For more information, please contact Donnell Rosenberg at 720-935-7741




Creating a Healthy Environment at School
By Laura Philips, RN BSN, DCSD School Nurse Consultant

Dear Parerst,

You have the opportunity to help create a healthy environment at school that is
necessary for learning. Occasionally sick students come to school. This may be
danger to some students, and other students and staff may becdrhe fibllowing
aresuggestiongthat will aid in helping to maintain a healthy school environment, k
children well, and stop the spread of illness.

Parents should be aware of the early signs and symptoms of illness such as:

- Decreased activity, droopy, tired appearance

- Irritable behavior sleepy

- Sore Throat / swollen glands

- Runny nose / cough

- Skin eruption / rashes

- Nausea / vomiting / diarrhea Abdominal pain

- Fever (100 degrees or higher is considered a fever)

Parents can help:

- Check students health before they leave home

- Keeps students home when they have signs/symptoms of illness

- Be sure your student knows where they can contact you

- Give the school office accurate, andtoglate information for the
emergency form

- Make arrangements with relatives / friends / daycarase gou cannot be
contacted to take care of the sick child.

- It may be in your childés
(Often, children who return the next day go home again ill)

best i

Laura L. Phillips, RN BSN
DCSD School Nurse Consultant
Cell# 303-815-8418
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Sally Foster PTO Fundraiser 2009

Last week for Sally Foster

Sally Foster is giving away 4 free tickets to the Denver Nuggets.
Drawings will be on Friday September 4 and again on Tuesday September
8. To win tickets, all you have to do is sell 10 Sally Foster items and put
your name in the “Frog” box by the office by 3:00 pm on both days. Don’t
forget Sally Foster Online accepts credit cards for purchases and we will
accept entries for 10 online purchases for the drawing. All previous entries
will be included in these drawings. Don’t forget that there is only 4 more
days to sell, sell, sell! Our school earns 50% of all items sold. Please ask all
your friends, family, neighbors, grandparents & co-workers one last time.
All packets must be returned to your teachers by 3:00 pm on Tuesday
September 8, 2009.

Volunteer

Opportunities

September Crossing
Guard Needs

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for
AM shifts: 1 for 9/28; 2 for
9/29.

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for PM
shifts: 1for 9/14PM; 4 for
9/15PM:; 4 for 9/16PM:; 3 for
9/17PM; 2 for 9/21; 2 for 9/22; 1
for 9/28; 3 for 9/29 and 4 for
9/30.

We seem to be struggling with
volunteers for the afternoon
shifts, so if you are available and
do not mind doing extra shifts it
would be greatly appreciated.

Technology Lab Help

Mrs. Martinez and Mrs. Kaze
are still looking for one more
volunteer to help out in the
computer lab during their first
grade classes Tech time. Time
needed is every other Monday
from 9:10am-9:50am beginning
the week of 9/28 and continuing
until the end of the school year.
If you have any questions or
would like to volunteer please
email
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com

Destination

o061 FAIR o

Raad Around the World:

Decorating- this will be done the
week before the fair. We will be
having a meeting Fri. 9/4 at 2:30
in the Library.

Setting up- Saturday, September
26 at 9am

Working during the fair—
Wednesday morning 7:45am-
8:30am; Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday after 2:30pm

Packing up- Friday, October 2
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8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser
TAG SALE & Bazaar

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Please help support our PRA 8™ Graders.
Donate items for the Tag Sale. Please price large items if possible.

- We are accepting furniture, household goods, small appliances, children’s
clothing (don’t put prices on clothing), Knick knacks, etc.

- We cannot accept car seats, older baby equipment, adult clothing,
mattresses, kitchen or bathroom fixtures or built-in appliances.

o0 Karyn Jones will be in the PRA parking lot next Wednesday,
September *" and next Friday Sept. 11" from 8:30-9:15 am to
collect Tag Sale items. If you have large items (furniture, bikes,
etc.) please contact her at 303-346-3676 or 720-989-7021.

o We will also be able to pick larger items up at your home on
Friday September 18". Please contact Karyn if you’ll need a pick
up.

- We still need vendors for the Bazaar, so if you, a friend or family member
sells something please have them sign up to be a vendor. The form is
available at the front of the school, or contact Gretchen Place
Gretchen@manyplaces.net Please turn in vendor forms by Wednesday,
September 9.

- Please plan to attend the Tag Sale and Bazaar! There will be lots of great
vendors and merchandise to get a jump on holiday shopping as well as
doughnuts, hotdogs and other concessions.

Please contact Gretchen Place (303-470-9380) Gretchen@manyplaces.net or
Shirley Kuhloie (303-470-0744) KUHLOIE@aol.com if you have questions.

Thanks Everyone — this is going to be a fun event!

We would like to extend the end date for the Raffle that
benefits the Eighth Grade Trip to Washington, D.C. through the
end of September . This extension will give us the opportunity
to raise more money outside of the PRA Community for the
students and reduce the expenses of the trip for our eighth
graders. If you have already purchased a raffle ticket(s), thank
you for your support and good luck! If you are still interested in
purchasing a raffle ticket, please view the online Thursday
folder for ticket entry forms!

Thank you for your support!

Help
wW ar\‘\’ed

Hot Lunch Menu
Coordinator

The Hot Lunch Committee is
currently seeking a menu
coordinator. The job duties
will include meeting with
vendors and caterers to create
menus and negotiate prices for
the ordering sessions. The bulk
of the work will be over the
summer, with continued follow
up throughout the school year.
You will also be working
closely with the hot lunch
supervisors. If interested in
this position please call Cheryl
Tiedgen at (303)683-4649.
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PRA PTO is currently Iookmg
for people to serve on the
following committees :

Panther 5K
Run/Walk/Snooze November
7lh

Family Movie Night
December (Date TBD)

PRA's Spring Event
April/May (Date & Theme
TBD)

Hospital ity Committee o
various events hosted
throughout the year

Casino Night 8 Spring
Fundraiser (Date TBD)

If interested please email
Nicole Cimbura at
mcimbura@comcast.net and
she will put you in contact
with the committee chair or
liaisnn



mailto:mcimbura@comcast.net
mailto:Gretchen@manyplaces.net
mailto:Gretchen@manyplaces.net
mailto:KUHLOIE@aol.com

Don't Get Left out In the Cold!
This is the LAST CHANCE to order
hoodies and t-shirts!

Please look in your student's Thursday
folder for the Spirit Wear Order Form.
The deadline to submit t-shirt and hoodie
orders is Tuesday, September 8th and
should be to you by the end of the
month. There are samples for sizing in
the parent workroom. Also, please keep
in mind that the brand we are using for
the hoodies is not the same one that is in
there, but the sizes are very close. The
vendor we are using has a darker green -
it is close in color to the t-shirts. Please

call Chris Hovater at 303-470-9407 or
email chovater@comcast.net with any

guestions.

PRA Students Making News

Saturday, September 12, 5th
grader Shewli Ghosh, will be
participating in The South End
Rowing Club's 14th Annual
Alcatraz Invitational Swim.

This is a mile-and-a-quarter
journey that tests the heartiest
athletes. She recently started
competitive swimming and
says that she is now ready

to swim the distance.

This swim is dedicated to
Breast Cancer survivors.

Sean McNair and Sebastian
Anderson recently won two 3v3
soccer tournaments. The first one
was a tournament located at Gates
Soccer Complex in mid July. They
won the championship game which
qualified them for the Regional
Championships in Vail, CO. Over
the first weekend of August, both
boys competed and the entire team
won the right to be called Regional
Champions. The semi-final game
was a thriller "golden goal" game in
which Sebastian passed the ball to
Sean who then kicked in the
winning goal, sending the team to
the Finals. They beat a team from
Kansas City, KS in the last game to
qualify for the National
Championships in Orlando, FL.
Congratulations boys!

Committee Member
Needed:

The Dress Code Committee is
comprised of 4 staff members,
2 parents and one Board
member liaison. One of our
parent members no longer has a
student here (graduated in May)
so we need to fill her position
for the 2009-10 school year.
There are usually 4 — 5
meetings per year that would
require your attendance and
they are usually during the
school day. If you are
interested in serving on the
committee, please email Heidy
Tomic at
htomic@platteriveracademy.com

Mark your calendars for
a PTO Fundraising Event
at Baskin Robbins
When: Monday,
September 14 ™
From: 5:00 6 8:30 pm

Where: University Blvd.
& Highlands Ranch Pkwy.
(west of King Soopers,
south of Rubios)

Don’t
FORGET!
= AN
® o

Donét forget
are due no later than
Friday, September 4™. Itis
easier than ever to
purchase online. If you
have questions about this
program please contact Kris
Alexander at
Krisanderic@g.com
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September 2009 September Birthdays
S M | T W | T F S 3w - Jenny Ganbill (2)
1 2 3 4 |5 15 Teresa Schuy (Office)
6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 23rd- Meaghan Burke
13 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 (spanish/Ms)
20 |21 |22 |23 |24 |25 |26 24 - Arlene Bena (Office)
27 128 |29 |30 25t — Susan Baldwin

(Fremeh/Atde)

September Calendar of PRA Events

Thursday, September 3
e 6pm SAC Meeting
Monday, September 7
e Labor Day NO SCHOOL
Thursday, September 10
e 7pm Board Meeting
Saturday, September 12
e 8am-12pm Family Work Day
Monday, September 14
e 5-8:30 Baskin Robbins Night PTO
Fundraising Night
e 6:30 PTO Meeting
Thursday, September 17
e 7p DCSD BoE Candidate Forum
Saturday, September 19
o 7a-3p Craft Fair/Garage Sale (8™
grade Fundraiser)

Wednesday, September 23
e 8:15a-3p Vision and Hearing Screening
Thursday, September 24
o 8:15a-11:20p Vision and Hearing
Screening
o DRESS OF CHOICE DAY
e Hot Lunch Ordering session #3 Begins
Friday, September 25
e NO SCHOOL-TEACHER IN SERVICE
Monday, Sept. 28 d Thursday, October 1
e Book Fair
Tuesday, September 29
e 9am HOT LUNCH PAYMENT DUE
TODAY
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BAKE SALE WILL BEGIN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4




