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September 10, 2009 

 

TThhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff    

PPllaattttee  RRiivveerr  AAccaaddeemmyy    
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wwiitthh  aa  wweellll--ddeeffiinneedd,,  sseeqquueennttiiaall  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  

iinn  aa  ssaaffee,,  oorrddeerrllyy  aanndd  ccaarriinngg  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  
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Vision and Hearing 

Screening Volunteer Needs 

 

Wed. - 9/23 8:15-11:20AM  

 5 additional needed 

Wed. 9/23 12:00-3:00PM 

 4 additional needed 

Thurs. 9/24 8:15-11:20AM 

 5 additional needed 
 

This is a fun time to work directly 

with the students and help with the 

important task of performing these 

screenings. 
 

Please contact Rochelle at 
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com  

if you are available to help. 
 

 
Decorating- this will be done the 

week before the fair.  

We will be having a meeting Fri. 

9/11 at 2:30 in the Library. 

Working during the fairñ 

Thursday, Oct.1- 7:45am- 8:30am  

Tuesday, 9/29 and Thursday, 10/1 

from 2:45 – 5:00pm 

Packing up- Friday, October 2 at 

8:15am 

 

 

 

4 Sôs Hallmark of Core Knowledge Content-Based Education 
PRA Parents Impressed by Sequence, Presentation: Give CK Seminar High Marks 
         

By Janelle Jones, SAC communications 
 

More than 50 Platte River Academy (PRA) parents gathered in the school library 

on Tuesday afternoon and evening to take part in the Core Knowledge (CK) 

Information Seminar presentation by CK expert and current Liberty Commons 

Administrator Casey Churchill.   
 

Mr. Churchill opened his presentation by stating, “If I do my job here tonight, the 

question in everyone‟s mind will not be „why Core Knowledge?‟  The question 

will instead be “Why wouldn‟t every school be Core Knowledge-based?” 
 

Accordingly, based on parent feedback gathered at evening‟s end, passion for the 

Core Knowledge Sequence, the basis of our charter, was either ignited amongst 

new PRA parents or rekindled for those with returning students. 
 

“I hope the SAC (School Advisory Committee) and PTO continue to do these 

every year,” said PRA parent and charter school activist Donnell Rosenberg, “I 

LOVE leaving here tonight even more excited about CK!” 
 

Perhaps one of the most significant findings by those at the seminar is what sets 

CK schools apart from other traditional [standards] curriculum-based schools. 
 

Some years back, as educational reformers talked about returning to “the basics”, 

hammering hard on the three R‟s of Reading, wRiting and „rithmetic, E.D. 

Hirsch, Jr. and a research team comprised of a large cross section of American 

society, were looking at what would enable schools to teach cultural literacy to 

children from all walks of life.  
 

Their findings?  A strong, content-based education should go beyond the 3 R‟s to 

encompass the 4 S‟s.  Meaning: knowledge should be Shared, Sequential, Solid 

and Specific.  
 

Four Sôs defined: 

1) Shared:  Provides common ground for communication 

2) Sequential: Shows how knowledge builds on knowledge 

3) Solid: Provides a guide to important, lasting knowledge 

4) Specific: A specified body of knowledge taught at each grade level to 

eliminate educational (curricular) gaps or repetition. 
 

One of the most helpful pieces of information gained at the seminar was learning 

“…that the curriculum gives students something to connect to --- „the Velcro 

Effect‟ --- across the years,” according to Cindy Benn.   
 

Rebecca Duque pointed out that with CK “…content drives education”.  Seminar 

attendees learned the value of content vs. standards driven teaching methods and 

curriculum. 
 

 
Cont‟d on pg.2 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 
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DCSD Board of Education Candidate Forum 

at Platte River Academy  
 

Hosted by the Douglas County Charter School Parent Community 

Moderated by Theresa Marchetta, Anchor Channel 7 News 
 

Date: Thursday, September 17, 2009 
 

Time: 7:00 PM 
 

This fall, registered voters in Douglas County will be voting for school district Board 

of Education members.  This forum is a wonderful opportunity to meet the candidates 

prior to casting (mailing) your vote. 
 

Join us and be prepared with questions you would like to ask the candidates. 
 

Platte River Academy Gym, 4085 Lark Sparrow, Highlands Ranch, 80126 
 

This is a county wide election where we will be electing four directors from four 

geographical areas.  You can choose one candidate in each area, therefore placing four 

votes on your ballot. 
 

District B    District E 

John Carson (incumbent)   Doug Benevento 

Sue Catterall    Kristine Turner (incumbent)   

 

District D     District G  

Dan Gerken    Emily Hansen (incumbent) 

Kevin Leung    Meghann Silverthorn 
 

The 2009 election is an all-mail ballot.  If you are a registered voter in Douglas 

County, you will receive a ballot in mid-October.  If you are not registered to vote, the 

last day to register for this election is October 5.  All ballots must be received, not 

postmarked, by November 3. 
 

For more information, please contact Donnell Rosenberg at 720-935-7741 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September Crossing 

Guard Needs 
 

The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

AM shifts: 1 for 9/29. 
 

The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

PM shifts: 1for 9/14PM; 2 for 

9/15PM; 4 for 9/16PM; 3 for 

9/17PM; 1 for 9/21; 1 for 9/22; 

1 for 9/28; 3 for 9/29 and 4 for 

9/30. 
 

We seem to be struggling with 

volunteers for the afternoon 

shifts, so if you are available 

and do not mind doing extra 

shifts it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 
Technology Lab Help 

 

We are still looking for one 

more volunteer to help out in 

the computer lab during their 

first grade classes Tech time.  

Time needed is every other 

Monday from 9:10am-9:50am 

beginning the week of 9/28 

and continuing until the end of 

the school year.  If you have 

any questions or would like to 

volunteer please email 
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BAKE SALE SELLERS 

NEEDED!   

 

This is a fun way to get in some 

volunteer hours. If you can help 

out from 11:20-12:40 any 

Fridays this year, please contact 

Susan Kelly at 

coloradokelly@comcast.net.  

Thank you!   

 

Cont‟d from pg.1 

 

“Parent enthusiasm for learning at PRA typifies our overall community spirit.  I am 

not surprised by the high caliber of discussion and interest during both CK 

seminars.  The SAC got some great feedback and I am certain we‟ll be discussing 

such down the road,” said Dr. Gary Stueven, PRA Principal. 
 

As a special attendance incentive, four (4) PRA parents --- Marcia Brauchler, 

Susan Rourke, Lori Strobel, and Ken Whatmore --- were the fortunate winners of 

the raffle prize drawings for two Barnes and Noble certificates, a Tony‟s Market 

certificate and  “An Evening of Entertainment for Two” at Cherokee Ranch and 

Castle. 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

 

 
Our Fall Book Fair will be September 28-October 1, 2009  
 

Please visit our book fair website at: 
http://bookfairs.scho lastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/prabookfair  to 
preview books or to volunteer. You may also contact Ute Meyer at (303) 
221-1070x2027 or umeyer@platteriveracademy.com. 
 

 

mailto:rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com
mailto:coloradokelly@comcast.net
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/prabookfair
mailto:umeyer@platteriveracademy.com


 

 

 

 
PRA PTO is currently looking 

for people to serve on the 

following committees :   
 

Panther 5K Run/Walk/Snooze 

November 7 th  
 

Family Movie Night  

December (Date  TBD) 
 

PRA's Spring Event 

April/May (Date & Theme 

TBD) 
 

Hospitality Committee ð 

various events hosted 

thr oughout the year  
 

Casino Night ð Spring 

Fundraiser (Date TBD)  
  

If interested please email 

Nicole Cimbura at 

mcimbura@comcast.net  and 

she will put you in contact 

with the committee chair or 

liaison.  

 

 
 

Hot Lunch Menu 
Coordinator 

 

The Hot Lunch Committee is 

currently seeking a menu 

coordinator.  The job duties will 

include meeting with vendors 

and caterers to create menus and 

negotiate prices for the ordering 

sessions.  The bulk of the work 

will be over the summer, with 

continued follow up throughout 

the school year.  You will also 

be working closely with the hot 

lunch supervisors.  If interested 

in this position please call 

Cheryl Tiedgen at (303)683-

4649. 
 

 

 

 

 
What is Escrip? 
 

Just another way you can fundraise for Platte River Academy, without spending a 

penny, you wouldn‟t otherwise spend.   

Several weeks ago, while reviewing my Safeway receipt, I noticed verbiage at the 

bottom; that stated Safeway would donate $10.17, towards my favorite school.  I 

had never heard of this, so I looked up this program and found that Escrip, in 

conjunction with several Retailers, credit card companies, etc. will donate a 

portion of the amount spent to the school of my choice.   After further research, 

discussion and approval I signed up Platte River Academy to be the recipient of 

my $10.17.   
 

Now I‟m inviting you to participate, if you ever shop Safeway and/or your families 

shop at any of their subsidiaries please sign up for this program.  The whole 

process will take about 3 minutes and the school could benefit, just by you doing 

what you would do anyway and that is SHOP! 

Go to escrip.com, click on “new members”, then click on sign up.  You can search 

by group or use our id #6553242.  Just follow the instructions and then watch as 

your everyday purchases help our school.   

Below is the information from the eScrip website 
 

What is the eScrip program? 

Introduced by Electronic Scrip Inc. (ESI), the eScrip program is a fundraising 

program that allows participating merchants to contribute a percentage of your 

grocery loyalty cards, credit card, and debit/ATM card purchases to the school or 

organization of your choice. (See eScrip merchant list for participating merchants 

and cards accepted by each merchant.) Paper-based fundraising programs have 

become a proven benefit to schools, churches, organizations, and to all the children 

involved with these participating organizations. The eScrip program brings an 

unprecedented ease of use and many other advantages to fundraising programs -- 

it's the best vehicle for simple, year-round fundraising. The eScrip program 

streamlines the whole fundraising process and puts everyone -- the organization, 

the kids, their parents, and the community -- in the winner's circle.  
 

How does the eScrip program work? 
 

 Supporters register any or all of their existing grocery loyalty, debit and 

credit cards for use in the program.  

 Participating national, regional and local merchants will make 

contributions to enrolled organizations, based on purchases made by 

supporters, who use their registered grocery loyalty, debit and credit cards. 

The eScrip program will continually contract new merchants.  

 By using these registered cards at participating merchants, supporters 

generate donations based on a percentage of purchases as determined by 

each merchant or service provider.  

 Every month the enrolled organizations receive all merchant contributions 

made on behalf of all participants. A summarized report listing supporters, 

merchants, and contributions amounts are available online 

Hope you will consider utilizing program and thank you for your continued 

support, 

Pam Carter 

PTO Vice President. 

 

mailto:mcimbura@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panthers Run Wild 
The PRA cross country 

Panthers ran their first 

competition last Friday 

against St. Mary‟s Academy 

and Cherry Hills Christian 

Schools.  The Panthers 

dominated by capturing 7 of 

the top 10 spots in both the 

boys and girls events.  Nadia 

Brecl led the girls with a time 

of 10:45 over the 1.4 mile 

course, while Christian 

Barber led all PRA boys with 

a time of 9:17 on the same 

course.  This Friday (9/11), 

the Panthers will compete at 

home against Cherry Hills 

and C2E.  The meet begins at 

4 pm.  Come out and support 

your team! 

We will also have a 

concession stand open for 

your refreshment pleasures. 

 

 
Sally Foster PTO Fundraiser 2009 

 

This is the last week to sell Sally Foster. All packets must be turned in no later 

than 3:00 pm on Friday September 18, 2009.  Please do not take carbon copy, 

this will be returned to you once your order arrives. Please make sure all checks 

are made payable to PRA PTO and enclosed with order form. 
 

We have lowered the count to 6 items sold to receive a zoo animal to help motivate 

your child. If you have previously sold 10 items & received an animal, your child 

only has to sell 2 more items to receive another one.   
 

 
 

 

8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser 

TAG SALE & Bazaar 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

9AM - 3PM 
 
We still need donations of household items, kids clothing, toys, furniture, etc. A 
drop off box is located in the entry of PRA or Karyn Jones will be out at AM carpool 
on Friday, 9/11, Monday, 9/14 then again on Wednesday,9/16 from 7:45- 9:00 to 
collect small items. Mrs. Jones can also be reached at 303-346-3676 or  
720-989-7021 to arrange Friday night pick up of large items.  
 

Vendor spots are still available. Email Shirley Kuholie at KUHLOIE@aol.com for 
more information.  
 

Donôt forget to mark your calendars to attend our huge sale. We are having a big 
rummage sale and vendors selling handcrafted items, jewelry, collectibles, candles 
and concessions.  
 

You can make some money at the Tag Sale and Bazaar too! One vendor will be 
purchasing your broken, out-dated or unused gold, silver or platinum items. Bring 
your items and heôll give you a check on the spot.  
 

Call Gretchen Place at 303-470-9380 for more information.  

 

 

 

 

Flag s Needed  
 

 Calling All Students  
 

Help us decorate the library for our upcoming 
book fair. Color a flag of your favorite country 

or design a flag representing a country in your 

imagination. 
Coloring sheets for some flags will be available 

in the library.  
Please bring your flags to the library by 

Tuesday, September 22. 

 

 

 
Just a reminder that 8

th
 

grade will be selling 

popsicles and otter pops 

again during lunch recess 

on Tuesday, Sept. 15
th

 for 

50 cents.  Sugar free will 

be available. 

mailto:KUHLOIE@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for 

a PTO Fundraising Event  

at Baskin Robbins  

When: Monday, 

September 14 th  

From: 5:00 ð 8:30 pm  

Where: University Blvd. 

& Highlands Ranch Pkwy. 

(west of King Soopers, 

south of Rubios)  

 

 

 
 

Committee Member 

Needed: 
 

The Dress Code Committee is 

comprised of 4 staff members, 

2 parents and one Board 

member liaison.  One of our 

parent members no longer has a 

student here (graduated in May) 

so we need to fill her position 

for the 2009-10 school year.  

There are usually 4 – 5 

meetings per year that would 

require your attendance and 

they are usually during the 

school day.  If you are 

interested in serving on the 

committee, please email Heidy 

Tomic at 
htomic@platteriveracademy.com 
 

         

            

      

    

 

 

Come join us for a Grand Event  

 

BOOKFAIR AND BREAKFAST  

Parents/Students, Teachers/Grandparents  

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 TH  

FROM 7:00AM TO 8:00AM  
IN THE PRA GYM  

 

The B ookfair will open at 6:45a for those  

 of you who need to leave right after 

breakfast  

 

COST:  $5.00 PER PERSON  
INCLUDES:  

PANCAKES/SAUSAGE/FRUIT/JUICE/COFFEE  

(RSVPõs needed) 
 

SPONSORED BY THE 8 TH GRADE DC TRIP  

 

 

 

 
 

      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In honor of Mexican Independence Day, this coming Wednesday, 
September 16, the students will be entertained during their lunch time by 

live mariachi music provided by Mariachi Real del Monte band. 
    Mexican treats, graciously made by our bake sale bakers, will also be 

sold for 25 cents each during this time, so please send 25 cents to 
school with your student if he/she would like to purchase a cookie. 

    We so look forward to this celebration! 
 

Srta. Burke and Sra. DePinto 
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September Calendar of PRA Events 
 

Thursday, September 10 

 7pm Board Meeting 

Saturday, September 12 

 8am-12pm Family Work Day 

Monday, September 14 

 5-8:30 Baskin Robbins Night PTO 

Fundraising Night 

 6:30 PTO Meeting 

Thursday, September 17 

 7p DCSD BoE Candidate Forum 

Saturday, September 19 

 7a-3p Craft Fair/Garage Sale (8th 

grade Fundraiser) 

Wednesday, September 23 

 8:15a-3p Vision and Hearing Screening 

Thursday, September 24 

 8:15a-11:20p Vision and Hearing 

Screening 

 DRESS OF CHOICE DAY 

 Hot Lunch Ordering session #3 Begins 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, September 25  

 NO SCHOOL-TEACHER IN SERVICE 

Monday, Sept. 28 ð Thursday, October 1 

 8:30a ð 5:00p Book Fair  

Tuesday, September 29 

 6:45a-6:00p Book Fair 

 7:00a  Pancake Breakfast (8th gr. 

Fundraiser) 

 9am HOT LUNCH PAYMENT DUE 

TODAY 

Wednesday, September 30 

 8:00a ð 5:00p Book Fair 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
3rd- Jenny Gambill (2) 

15th - Teresa Schuy (Office) 

23rd- Meaghan Burke 

(Spanish/MS)  

24 th ð Arlene Bena (Office) 

25th ð Susan Baldwin 

(French/Aide) 
 

 

 

September  2009  

     BAKE SALE TOMORROW 

     Remember Your Quarters 
 


